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was released for a 45 day public comment period beginning September 28, 2000. Seven 
comments on the draft plan were received and resulted in minor modifications of the text and 
environmental assessment to clarify several points. Enclosed is an errata sheet which summarizes 
the comments received and the changes made based on an analysis of the comments. The final 
the changes to the draft plan and to the environmental analysis as documented by the errata sheet. 


Also enciosed is a copy of the Finding of No Significant Impact and Decision Record. The Decision 
Record documents the Bureau of Land Management's final decision, which is placed in full force 
and effect March 8, 2001 and is subject to appeal under the provisions of Title 43 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations, Part 4. If you choose to appeal, your appeal! must be filed in this office within 
30 days from the receipt of this decision. The appellant has the burden of showing that the decision 
appealed is in error. 


A special thanks is due to all who participated in the planning process and contributed to the 


development of the final document. If you have any questions, please contact Cathy Wolff-White at 
(520) 505-1309. 
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PART I 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Planning Area Location and Land parcels (Table 1, Map 1). No unilty condor, nom- 
Status Federal inholdings, or portions of the CAP are located 


The westernmost portion of the Gibraltar Planning 
Area (Map 1) is located about 2'/: miles cast of Parker, 
Arizona. Covering an estimated 55,622 acres, the plan 
ning area contains the Gibraltar Mountain Wilderness. 
the Cienega Mining District. portions of the Ganado 
Allotment that are north of Shea Road, and an adjacem 
strip of the Planet Allotment that is south of the Bill 
Williams River National Wildlife Refuge. A portion of 
the Parker 400 Race Course is also within the planning 
area. 


including two areas of State Trust Lands. portions of the 


within the Gibraltar Mountain Wilderness. 

The westernmost planning area boundary 1s adjacent 
to the Colorado River Indian Tribes (CRIT) Reservation 
for a distance of approximately 2 miles. Heading north, 
the boundary includes a portion of private land, excludes 
a portion of State Trust Land, then foliows AZ Highway 
95 through Buckskin Mountains State Park and past the 
Central Arizona Project (CAP) inlet on Lake Havasu. 
The Bill Williams National Wildlife Refuge adjorns the 
planning area boundary follows the Ganado Allotment 
south approximately 6 miles to Shea Road, then south 
and west along Shea Road for approximately 14 miles 
back to the Colorado River Indian Tribes Reservation. 


Table | 
Land Status of Planning Area 
Owner Acres % of Planning Area 
Bureau of Land Management 50,134 90 
State Trust Lands 38% 7 
AZ State Park 758 ! 
Private 894 2 
Total $5,622 100 


This plan conforms with the Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment (BLM) - Anzona planning policies which call for 
the development of an interdisciplinary plan to cover 
areas with common natural resource management 1s- 
sues. The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD) 
As cooperative resource managers, the BLM and AGFD 
have combined their efforts to develop this plan in 
conformance with provisions of the Sikes Act of 1974. 


Purpose and Le,al Guidance 


The purpose of this plan is to provide a management 
framework for promoting sustainable environmental 
health that yrelds multiple benefits for present and future 
generations im the foreseeable future of the Gibraltar 
Planning Area. This plan will be reviewed annually and 


ment objectives, in accordance with provisions in Part V 
of this document. 


Management direction will be guided by the follow- 
ing: Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976; 
Wilderness Act of 1964; Arizona Desert Wilderness Act 
of 1990; Endangered Species Act (1973), as amended; 
Sikes Act of 1974, Public Rangelands Improvement Act 
of 1978, National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended; Archacological Resources Protection Act of 
1979, BLM Manual 6620, Habitat Management Plans; 
BLM Manual 8560, Management of Designated Wil- 
derness Areas; H-1730-1 Interdisciplinary Resource 
Management Handbook, 1995, Master Cooperative 
Agreement between the Anzona Game and Fish Com. 
mission and the Department of Intenor, Bureau of Land 
Management, 1976, Master Memorandum of Under. 
standing between the Anzona Game and Fish Commis. 
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sion and Department of the Interior BLM. 1987 (AGFC- 
BLM MOU), and Anzona Game and Fish Department 


Game Management Program Strategic Plans and Man- 
agement Guidelines, 1993. 


Land Use Plan Conformance 


The management actions proposed in the Gibraltar 
Mountain Interdisciplinary Management Plan (the plan) 
conforms with the Yuma Distnct Resource Manage- 
ment Plan (1987).as amended (Yuma RMP), and the 
Yuma District Wilderness Environmental Impact State- 
ment (1989). 

The plan amends all previous management guidance 
for lands within the Gibraltar Planning Area including 
guidance contained in the following documents: 


ees 


agement Plan (revised 1986) 
- Yuma District Interem Guidance for Fire Suppres- 
sion in Wilderness Areas (1992) 
- Havasu Resource Area Wildlife Operations and 
Maintenance Plan (1994). 
The plan supplements the Yuma/Havasu Fire Man- 
agement Zone Fire Management Plan (1998). 
Any future planning effort that includes the arca 
covered by this plan shall address the provisions of this 
document. 


Gibraltar Mountain 
Interdisciplinary Management Plan 
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PART II 
AREA DESCRIPTION 


Geology and Topography 


The Basen and Range phywograptec province typ 
fies the planning arca. Tertiary age volcom rocks 
pnmaniy compnse the sulwurface with obrvine-hasalt 
flows on the northern portions and tractrytx tava flows m 
the south. including pyractasac an-fall and ash-flow 
tuffs. and surge depots Well developed detachment 
faults woth subvurface caposures of metamorptac rocks 
mm the lower fault plates accur mm the area. There are also 
menor accurrences of older metasedimentary . my lonstic. 
and granitic rocks (Wodzicki : al. 1982) 


The planning area. occupy ing the western part of the 
Buckskin Mountains. characterized by volcanic and 
metasedimentary formations. There are extensive ct- 
posures of bedrack and soul development rs lacking The 
area's rehef 1s defined by rugged slopes and a structur- 
ally controlled dramage system. Elevations range from 
approximately 400 feet near ihe vicimtty where Grers 
wash drams into the Corado River. to almost 2200 feet 
m the northern part of the , ‘anmeng areca 


Rent formeatiom near Cerny Mewntam 


Climate 


Charactenzed by the Traprcal Subtropical Desertland 
chymatx zone. the planneng area i. in buded « rthen the 
Lower C oborado River V alley subdiviwon of the Sonoran 
Desert (Brown, 1994) Temperatures range from nea 
wy FP. wm the months of December and Jaqwary to 
approumately 115° F. during July through September 
Annual precepitation generally averages from 4 to 6 
mmches per year 


Air Quality 


The planning area 1s classified under the Clean Aw 
ActasClosil No site-specific air quality data exists for 
the area. Ait quality during competitive off-road events 
on the Parker 400 Ra. > Course ts temporarily affected 
coaring face activines 


S ils 


Three pnmary soil types are found within the plan- 
ming arca The Quilotosa-Laposa-Rack outcrop com- 
ples ts lacated on the mountains and hills on the western 
sade of the area. The Quilotosa and Laposa components 
are both cxtremely gravelly sandy loam and the rack 
outcrop portion comets of exposed areas of granite 


The Rock outcrop-Hyder complex is on the steep 
slopes of mountains and hills mm the majonty of the area 
The Hyder component 1 an extremely stony fime sandy 
loam and the Rack outcrop portion consists of exposed 
areas of andesite 


The Chenom-Hyder association is on mesas and 
bills Chenom very cotbly loam 1s on nearly level mesas 
and Hyder extremely gravelly fine sandy loam is on 
slightly shoprng hilludes 


Along the edges of the planneng area. there are pack. 
ets of several other soil types. Carrizo very gravelly 
loamy sand and Carrizo extremely cobbly sand are 
bacated om floudp! ns and alluvial fams throughout the 
area (BLM, 1981) 


Portions of the planning area. especially low terraces 
along dramage channels, are covered with assorted 
gravels mm a thin desert pavement layer A dark p.atena 
coats the desert pavement and most rack surfaces that 
have been ciposed to the elements Surface dietur 
hanoes hecome very prominent when lighter colored 
stome facungs are exposed 


Water 


The BLM and AGED have cooperatively developed 
7 wildlife water sources ( Table 2. Map 2) un the plamneng 
area, im addition to Goat Spring (W2) and the Tunnel 
Catchment (WE) which were developed by the BLM 
These © ater sources mutrgate umpacts to ghorn sheep 
and other wildlife snes ses that have had access restncted 
to thee histancal « aters on the Colorado River through 
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recent human activities. Two of the several see;'s and 
springs located within the planning area have been 
developed. Lamb Spring (W1) is located on lands 
managed by Arizona State Parks and has been improved 
to provide a permanent water source. Goat Spring (W2) 
is located in Giers Wash on public land and has histori- 
cally been an important ewe and lamb water source 
(AGFD 1981). Flooding destroyed the improvements 
constructed by BLM end the site has no functional 
developments. Goat Spring, as a riparian area, is func- 
tioning at risk due the to amount oi salt cedar present. 

The Ganado Allotment has two livestock water de- 
velopments located in the southern end of the planning 


area. One which is not currently opera- 
tional, the Red Hill Well (L2), is located within wilder- 
ness. The other development, Nuave Weil (L1), 1 
located on state land. Three additional livestock wa 
are located just sovth of the planning area. 


Two of the water sources developed primarily for 
bighorn sheep (W7,W8) and one livestock water (L2) 
are located within the Gibraltar Mountain Wilderness. 
This planning documert will address provisions for 
maintaining tese developed water sources in wilder- 
ness and evaluate the redevelopment of Goat Spring. 


Table 2 
Wildlife and Livestock Water Developments 
Map AGFD No. Designation/ Year 
No. Development Name Maintenance Responsibility Constructed 
wi Lamb Spring 573 1960 
W2 Goat Spring BLM 1976 
Ww3 Giers (Buckskin #1) 628 1962 
w4 Outlet Portal (Buckskin #2) 629 1962 
ws Jumpoff 918 1985 
W6 Mineral Hill 943 1986 
Ww7 Red Cliff (Hwy 95) 996 1990 
ws Gibraltar Tunnel BLM 1980 
w9 Inlet Portal 931 1986 
wi0 Planet Peak Apron AGFD (outside planning area) 1986 
LI Nuave Well permittee (State land) 1974 
L2 Red Hill Well permittee 1974 
L3 Black Peak Well permittee (outside planning area) 1982 
LA Bobs Well permittee (outside planning area) 1945 
LS Plaino Well permittee (outside planning area) 1988 
Vegetation Vegetation components have been affected primarily 


The planning area is located within the Lower Colo- 
rado River Valley Subdivision of the Sonoran Desertscrub 
Biome as described in Brown (1994). Primary species 
include: creosote, white bursage, ironwood, foothill 
paloverde, desert mallow, Mormon tea, brittlebush, oco- 
tillo, and teddy bear cholla (Appendix A). The only 
lentic riparian-wetlands habitat in the planning area is 
Goat Springs where Goodding willow, salt cedar, and 
mesquite are the dom/nate tree species. 


by high temperature and low precipitation. Vegetative 
cover is typically sparse. Exotic plants, such as Mediter- 
ranean grass, are not widespread throughout the plan- 
ning area. 

Ecological sites of the area include: Limy Upland, 
Basalt Hills, Limy Hills, Limestone Hills, and Sand 
Bottom within the Lower Sonoran Desert Shrub 
Subresource Area (SVIM 1981). Other landforms in- 
clude Rockland and Desert Pavement. 
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Wildlife 


The planning area encompasses approximately 5% of 
AGFD Game Management Unit 44A and includes 
about 33% of the Buckskin Mountains. Wildlife species 
(Appendix B) in the area are those commonly associated 
with the Sonoran Desert Life Zone. Big Game animals 
include ringtailed cats, skunks, bobcats, foxes, and coy- 
otes. 


Portions of the planning area are classified by the 
Yuma RMP as priority wildlife habitat (Map 2) for 
bighorn sheep year-long use and lambing grounds. Pri- 
ority wildlife habitat is defined as an area where impor- 
tant wildlife related resource values are given manage- 
ment preference. Allowable uses in priority wildlife 
habitat may include compatible activities or those uses 
whose impacts could be mitigated to preserve or en- 
hance wildlife values. Incompatible uses may be com- 
pletely excluded. In the Gibraltar planning area, sand 
wildlife habitat, and roads crossing lambing grounds are 
closed during lambing season from January | to June 30. 

In the fall of 1995, bighorn sheep habitat was evalu- 
ated using a scoring method described by 
in The Desert Bighorn Sheep in Arizona (1993). Based 
on the 1995 scoring, the habitat was classified to one of 
the following categories: excellent, good, fair, and poor. 
A total of 130,453.8 acres, an area much larger than the 
planning area, were scored between the Colorado River 
and Alamo Lake (Table 3). Current habitat scores are 
similar to the scores in the 1986 Buckskin Mountain/ 
Cactus Plain Habitat Management Plan (HMP), as 
amended. However, changes in land status and the 
construction of AZ Highway 95 have reduced the amount 
of year-long use habitat. The year-long use area shown 
on Map 2 reflects changes in land status. 


Table 3 


Bighorn Sheep Habitat Classification in the 
Buckskin Mountains (AGFD, 1995) 


Habitat Quality Total Acres 
Excellent GRR 4 
Good 33,146.2 
Fair 77,1834 
Poor 19,135.8 
Total 1WAS"8 


Currently, AGFD conducts Bighorn sheep surveys in 
the Buckskin Mountains every 2 to 3 years, or as funding 
permits, between October | and November 30. Declines 
in the sheep population were recorded in the mid 1970's. 
Construction of AZ Highway 95 between Parker and 
Lake Havasu City in 1972 isolated the Buckskin sheep 
population from its primary source of water on the 
Colorado River. As mitigation, additional water sources 
were constructed beginning in 1976. In 1986 the exist- 
ing population was supplemented with two transplants 
where a total of 22 sheep were released. The latest 
population estimate for the 60 square mile area of this 
unit is 32 sheep. This is slightly down from the past 
population estimate, however, the number of groups 
and group size of sheep seen in the area remain strong. 
(AGPD, bup://www_azgfd.com. 2000) 

Giers Wash is an important bighorn sheep movement 
corndor between the lambing ground on the mesa and 
the other two lambing grounds located further south in 
the planning area. In the carly 1980's, increased human 
activity in Giers Wash and near Goat Spring resulted in 
decreased bighorn sheep use of the area. Action taken in 
the 1986 HMP amendment closed the utility road in 
Giers Wash to unauthorized off-highway vehicle (OHV) 
use from the Jumpoff to AZ Highway 95. This action 
was taken to protect bighorn sheep year-long use areas 
and lambing grounds from the impacts of unauthorized 
vehicle use. 


The Red Cliff (Hwy 95) and Gibraltar Tunnel wildlife 
water catchments (W7, W8) are located within the 
Gibraltar Mountain Wilderness. The catchments were 
developed in 1990 and 1980, respectively, to mitigate 
the loss of historical water sources to bighorn sheep and 
other wildlife species. Wildlife were being pushed away 
from the Colorado River to more remote locations which 
could only support some species of wildlife through the 
construction of reliable water sources. The need today 
for reliable waters sources for bighorn sheep is more 
critical than ever with the continuing rapid population 
growth in La Paz county and subsequent loss of wildlife 
habitat. 
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Problems with the Red Cliff catchment were first 
documented in 1993. The fiberglass storage tanks had 
settled on the site and developed leaks. Temporary 
repairs were made on several occasions over the next 


few years and redevelopment was proposed by AGFD in 
1995. An emergency water supplement utilizing a 
helicopter for water hauling was authonzed and con- 
ducted in March 1997. Currently only one of the orginal 
three storage tanks reliably stores water. 


Red Cliff (Hwy 95) wildlife water 
catchment. 


Problems with the Tunnel Catchment were first docu- 
mented in 1994. The pipeline connecting the collection 
dam and the tunnel had been torn loose by flash flood 
debris and required a temporary repair. Subsequent 
monitoring revealed a leak at the base of the collection 
dam and a consistent loss in water level. An emergency 
water supplement via helicopter was conducted in July 
1999. 


Special Status/Threatened and 
Endangered Species 


The following sensitive species were identified by the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and AGFD as 
occurring in the planning area: desert tortoise, Sonoran 
population, (Gopherus agassizii), chuckwalla 
(Sauromalus obesus), gila monster (Heloderma 
suspectum) rosy boa (Lichanura trivirgata), Anzona 
toad (Bufo microscaphus microscaphus), western bur- 
rowing owl (Athene cunicularia hypugena), ferruginous 
hawk ( Buteo regalis), California leaf -nose bat (Macrotus 
californicus), pale Townsend’ big-eared bat 
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(Corynorhinus townsendii), Yuma myous (Myotis 
yuenanensis), cave myous (Myotis velifer), and spotied 
bat (Euderma macvlatum) 


Abandoned mines provide important year-round habi- 
tat for bats and other wildlife species. Bats use mines for 
rearing young and hibernating. Several of the aban- 
doned mines in the planning area are significant roost 
sites for the sensitive California leaf nosed bat. How- 
ever, many of the abandon mine sites have not been 
surveyed and evaluated for bat use. 


A wide range of habitats from rocky slopes and 
bajadas to scrub covered desert foothills and mountains 
between S00 and 4500 feet clevation, is utilized by the 
Sonoran desert tortoise population. The tortoise popu- 
lation is managed in accordance with the Desert Tor- 
toise Habitat Management on the Public Lands: A 
Rangewide Plan 1988. The majority of the planning 
area is Classified by the BLM Lake Havasu Field Office 
as Category [II desert tortoise habitat. Limiting tortomse 
habitat and population declines to the minimum extent 
possible by mitigating impacts, ts the goal in Category 
It habitat. 


No threatened or endangered species are known to 
occur in the planning area. 


Gibraltar Tunnel wildlife water 
catchment 


Wilderness 


The Gibraltar Mountain Wilderness (Map 1!) is the 
core of the planuing area covering approximately 18,68! 
acres. From Giers Mountain in the north to Gibraltar 


GIBRALTAR MOUNTAIN 


Mountain in the south, the wilderness consists of volca- 
mic rock dissected by deep, sandy washes and rocky 
portunities for solstude within the numerous sede can- 
yons whuch effectively screen the sights and sounds of 
wild oe 1 ot 900 visi 
ally (RMIS 1999). Legal public access is possible from 
the numerous four-wheel dnve roads and washes along 
Wash along the northeast side, Osborne Wash along the 
cast side, the Parker 400 Off-Road Race course along the 
south. and then north up an unnamed wash around the 
Mammon Mine area, intersecting a four-whee! drive 
jeep road which continues north to the Buckskin State 


The Gibraltar Mountain Wilderness 1s predominantly 
natural in appearance. However. there are several arcas 
where human impacts to naturalness have created sur- 
face disturbances or debris (Table 4 and Map 3). These 
impacts include: 

- Aircraft wreckage from a military ject crash and 

assciated access route. 

- Vehicle ways associated with development of the 

nearby CAP. 

- Vehacle routes, debns, and impacts associated with 

former mining prospects. 

- Vehicle tracks created by illegal off-highway ve- 

hicle (OHV) use. 


Park and back to Giers Wash. 
Table 4 
Wilderness Impacts 
Map Approximate 
No. Description Lengthi miles) Location 
I Bladed route. partially rehabilitated. $8 TION, RITW, Sec 19, 30 


TION, RISW, Sec 13, 24, 25 


TION, RI7W, Sec 30, 31 
TION, RISW, Sec % 

T ON, RITW, Sec 6,7 

T ON, RIBW, Sec I 


T ON, RITW, Sec 7 


T ON, RITW, Sec 18 
T ON, RISW, Sec 12, 13 


His 
2)0.9 


0.3 


104 
2)0.3 
3) 0.15 


TON, RIBW, Sec 12, 13 
T ON, RIBW, Sec 11, 12, 13 


TION, RISW, Sec 15 


TION, RISW, Sec 4 
TON, RIBW, Sec 3 
TON, RIBW, Sec 3 


An Arizona Conservation Crew was used in 1993 to 
reclaim the impacts of many of these vehicle routes and 
ways which were created pnor to wilderness designa- 
tion. The crew used hand tools to rough up established 
berms and return rocks to a more natural looking condi - 
tion. Enough work was done at various locations so as 
to conceal the existence of the vehicle routes to OHV 
nders approaching from outside the wilderness bound- 
ary. The Arizona Conservation Crew and a local Boy 
Scout Troop helped bag and horse pack out much of the 


aircraft wreckage which had been scattered over several 
acres. Four large pieces of aircraft wreckage too heavy 
to horse pack out remain but were camouflaged with 
paint to reduce visual contrast and reflectance. Due to 
these rehabilitation efforts and the effects of time and 
weathenng. many of these human impacts have begun to 
require Management intervention to minimize adverse 
visual impacts. 
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Partiall, rehatlaated bladed remte 
( Wilderness Impact @4 - Map 3) 


Debris at mining prospect 
(Wilderness Impaci 6) - Map 3) 


The wilderness boundary has been posted at all pornts 
where vehicles might enter, but unauthorized vehicle 
use and sign vandalism continues. Wilderness patrols to 
assure compliance have been very limited m recent 
years 


Motonzed and/or mechanized equipment uses are 
permitted within wilderness but are restricted to the 
minimum required for administrative uses, and with the 
excepuon of emergency situations, require advance BLM 
approval. The AGFD currently utilize aircraft to con 
duct wildlife surveys and for radio telemetry flights per 
the schedule outlined im the Wildlife and Operations 
Maintenance Plan (1994). The AGFD whlized a heh 
copter to conduct emergency water hauling to the Red 
Cliffs catchment (W7) im March 1997 and to the Garbraltar 
Tunnel catchment (WS) in July 1999 


Recreation 


The planning area receives year round recreatronal 
use. Visitors are attracted by the region + mld wenter 


clmate and are involved m the majorty of the rocre 
abonal activities from September through May Much 
less actively cccurs during the extremely hot summer 
month. The majornty of recreation within the planning 
arca mvolves off -ughway vehicle (OHV ) use and camp- 
img. Hunting. ughtsecing. and rack hounding m the 
mancral nch Gibraltar Mountains are also popular activi 
tees 


The planning arca comprises approxmmately 25% of 


the Havasu South Extensive Recreation Management 
Area (HSERMA). Dispersed usc visitation im the 


HSERMA was estemated at 19.747 (RMIS 99). Annual 
dispersed use of the planning area. excluding wilderness 
Visetiaton, 1s estimated at 4040 visets, woth an additional 
3300 vesrts at the Shea Road Pu (RMIS 99) 


Using pact stock to remove aircraft wreckage from 
Wilderness 


( Wilderness impact @3 - Map 3) 


Crebraltar Ww mertteain Wilde rye is sole sedemtifrr athem wien 


The Yuma RMP designates the planning area as an 
OHV “Lamited Use” area. where OHV use is restricted 
to meet specific resource management objectives. bs 
amples of limitations include: number or types of ve 
hicles, time of season of use, permitted of hoensed uve 
only. use lumeted toc krstong roads and trails. use lemeted 
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to dewpnated roads and trash. oe other lemrtabom of 
restnchams are mcoewsary to Mect resource Managemen 
abyectives onchudang certasn Competitive or emienwve ww 
areas w tac > have special eemtabam | BLLM Podacy Manual 
B34) 05) The Gitwaktar plammeng arca has generally 
been managed as “lemated to carting roads or trasks 
however several addspaonal restnctams have heen umpc. 
memed Road traverwng teghorn sheep larmbeng ground: 
are Cloned during the lambung scasom from January | to 
June §O and roads acceweng utiles om prmanty habetat 
have heen dewgnated as berated en or Closed to publx 
emtry. Wilderness dewsgnation by an Act of Congress 
Closed the Gibraltar Mouwntasn W tiderness to motonzed 
use year round 


The Yura RMP also states that an mnventory will be 
completed to clearly ascertamn “exmteng roads and trasis” 
and that changes in OHV desegnatiom will he addressed 
mm the apprapnate activity plams to averd potential com 
flacts woth other recreation wees, OHV related impacts 
om resources. of other management concerms An An. 
roma State Parks Off Highway Vehucle Recreation Fund 
gram was used in 1995. 1999 to complete a rowte inven. 
tory mm the planning area’ This plan documents that 
mvemtory of all existing rowtes withen the planning area. 
comuders the potential conflicts among the vanouws 
publ land users. recommends designatioms for the 
mventoned rowtes. and defines management actions and 
restrictiom necessary to prevent OHV route prolifera 
ban and empacts to resources 


Parte: 600 racer om perme of comrse just sonth of 
(robraltar Memmiamn Wilderness 


Three OHV events were authonzed within the plan 
ming area by Special Recreation Permuets (SRP) wn 2000. 
mmc hudeng the Whiplash Parker 400 and 200) Desert races 
and the Si. Patrick's Day Poker Ren. There has been a 
devert race on the Parker 400 course every year wnce 
1972 (Map 3). The event acowrs in January or February 
generally draws 150-150 participants, and has had as 


many as 20,000 spectators. In the past. 2 mann pet and 
spectator arca was bacated along Shea Road The rough- 
eat pories of the cowrec, known as the Rack Pic, ns 
adjacent to the southern bowndary of the Gabraltar Moun 
tan Wilderness Herstancally 200-400 spectators have 
made the “Rackgule” a vantage pount to otwerve the race 
in 1998. 2 competstrve events were authorized to be held 
cach year on the Parker 400 course The promoter has 
relacated the masn spectator area and the stary/fimish race 
acuvites out of the plammeng area closer to the town of 
Parker and off pubbin Lands 


Two motercve les on the Wheplash Parter 200 negonate 
the “Recipile * 


A third permitted OHV event is the Saint Patrick's 
Day Poker Run whch 1s held om March each year and 1s 
hmuted to! 25 vebactes and wnvolves approwmately 400- 
450 participants. The course follows Osborne Wash 
south of Shea Road. and arownd the southeast howndary 
of the Gibraltar Mountann W riderness 


Vraginge area for the St Patru 4 + Day Poter Run 


There are three areas bacated on the .outhwest comer 
of the planning area that recerve heavy OHV use (Map 
4). The largest of these ts on State Land mm a dune area 


GIBRALTAR MOUNTAIN 


Poker Run participants use a variety of vehicles. 


north of Shea Road and bordering Osborne Wash. La 
Paz County has expressed an interest in acquiring this 
area for development of a County Park for OHV use. 
Another smaller area is located on public land adjacent 
to a residential community at the end of Lakeview Road 
in the Rio Vista Mine area. Most OHV use near the Rio 
Vista location consists of all-terrain vehicles (ATV) and 
motorcycles which generally stay within 5 miles of the 
point of origin. Finally, a route inventory of the Shea 
Road Pit revealed an extensive network of routes which 
is the result of twenty-five years of pit and camping 
Shea Road Pit is popular for camping and OHV use 
throughout most of the year. The majority of visitors are 
local, but an increasing number are winter visitors. 

The Cienega Mining District to the west of Gibraltar 
Mountain Wildermess contains many mining roads where 
camping and OHV recreational use occurs. Two routes 
on the northwest side of the planning area, the Red 
Mountain and Gray Eagle Trails (Map 3), have been 
proposed for adoption by the local OHV club, the Parker 
4-Wheelers. The northern access for the trail begins at 
AZ Highway 95 and continues south across Buckskin 
State Park for approximately 0.8 miles before entering 
public land. 

In the Fall of 1998, staff from BLM, Arizona State 
Parks (ASP), and La Paz County toured the proposed 
Adopt-a-Trails with the Parker 4-Wheelers and all par- 
ties indicated support for the project. An ASP Off- 
Highway Vehicle Recreation Fund grant application 
was submitted by La Paz County and received in 1999. 
The bulk of the grant was to be used to address public 
safety concerns associated with the open mine shafts 
along the trails, the rest to fund information/interpretive 
bulletin boards, route signing, and minimal route stabi- 
lization. Before formal adoption can occur public safety 
concerns associated with the open mine shafts must be 
mitigated while also ensuring the protection of bat 
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need to be implemented throughout the enure planning 
area and are discussed further in the following Mines 
and Minerals section. 
Burros 

The planning area is adjacent to the Havasu Herd 
Management Area. There are no recent reports of wild 
horses or burros within the planning area. The Havasu 
Herd Management Area Plan (1979) provides for re- 


moval of pioneer groups of burros invading Buckskin 
Mesa. 


Livestock Grazing 


A major portion of the planning area is within the 
Ganado Allotment (#03034 - Map 2). This is a peren- 
niaVephemeral allotment with a yearlong grazing pref- 
erence of 1690 AUMs (153 cattle yearlong at 92% 
Public Land). Range condition, including vegetative 
trend, cover, and utilization, has been monitored at two 
Key Areas (Map 2). In the past, grazing use throughout 
most of the planning area has been slight to none due to 
rugged topography and sparse desirable vegetation for 
livestock. Since 1991, the allotment has been in nonuse. 
An Allotment Evaluation is being completed to docu- 
ment current rangeland health and recommend future 


Inter-agency discussion at Gray Eagle Mine. 


Portions of the Planet Allotment are within the north- 
ern end of the planning area. The Planet Allotment is 
ephemeral, was last grazed in 1983, and has no livestock 


developments in the planning area. 


Minerals and Mining 


The Gibraltar planning area contains the Cienega 
Mining District (U.S. Geological Survey, 1990). The 
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Cienega Mining District was actively mined from its 
discovery in 1860 until the carly 1980's and some 
silver were the principal commodities produced. Nu- 
the planning area. 

According to mining records (1999), the planning 
area contains 24 unpatented claims, nine of which are 
within the Wilderness. There are no active surface 
management notices/plans. A Bureau of Reclamation 
withdrawal bisects the area. This withdrawal 
is located in the north half of T. 10 N., R 17,18,19 W. 
Wilderness are both closed to mineral entry. 

Four mineral material that supply con- 
struction and road material for the Parker area are under 
contract or permit. Mineral material sales are only 
available in areas outside of pnority wildlife habitat and 
will continue to be administered under existing regula- 

The Arizona State Mine Inspector has completed an 
inventory of the Cienega Mining District for abandoned 
mine hazards. The inventory has verified over 90 


Inter-agency inspection of bat grate 
at Rio Vista Mine. 


abandoned mining features in the planning area which 
are potential threats to recreationists. These mines are 
concentrated from the Rio Vista Mine at the southwest 
end of the Cienega Mining District northeast along 
Nellie Mine Road, the Gray Eagle/Red Mountain Trails, 
and east to the Carnation Mine. These historic mine sites 


provide habitat for bats and other wildlife. Recreational 
use in or near the mines creates resource conflicts and 
raises public safety concerns. An environmental analy- 
(EA-AZ-070-99-27), was approved in September 1999 
as 4 programmatic approach to analyze both restrictive 
and constructive closure of mining features. Since FY 
1999, the Lake Havasu Field Office has closed 21 
closed by backfilling. constructing bat friendly grates. 
and fencing. 


Lands 

Two one mile wide utility corridors (Parker-Liberty, 
UC-S, and Parker-Blaisdell, UC-6), designated in the 
Yuma RMP, cross the planning area. There are also 
several power lines and a natural gas distribution lines 
that lie outside of these designated utility corndors. An 
application is pending to reroute and bury a portion of 
the existing gas pipeline. 

The Parker-Liberty utility corridor is restricted to a 
width of 330 feet within priority wildlife habitat. The 
road accessing this corndor in Giers Wash, from AZ 
Highway 95 east to the locked gate at Jump-off, is 
limited to administrative use for the purposes of utility 
maintenance and resource monitoring. 


The CAP canal originates at an inlet on Lake Havasu, 
proceeds southeast through an 8 mile tunnel beneath the 
Buckskin Mountains, and surfaces on the southeast side 
of the planning area. There is no public access to the 
water in the CAP canal. 


Public Access 


With the exception of Shea Road, high clearance 
four-wheel drive vehicles are recommended for the 
majority of access routes within the planning area. Map 
| shows primary public access routes. 


Shea Road is paved, provides access from Highway 
95 to the southern part of the planning area along 
Osborne Wash, leads to a utility corridor road that 
provides access to The Mesa in the northeast, and 
continues past the CAP canal where it connects to the 
Mineral Wash route. The Mineral Wash route provides 
access to the easternmos? portion of the planning area. 
Access to the area west of the Gibraltar Mountain 
Wilderness can be gained from Highway 95 through the 
Cienega Springs Road/ Nellie Mine Road. The Red 
Mountain area can be accessed from Highway 95 near 
the Buckskin Mountain State Park. Topographical fea- 
tures limit vehicle access southward into the planning 
area from the Bill Williams River. 
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Legal public access is lacking for several of these 
existing vehicle routes that cross private and state lands, 
including Giers Wash and Cienega Springs Road/ Nellie 
Mine Road. 


Cultural Resources 


The extent and diversity of cultural resources in the 
planning area is known through both systematic and 
reconnaissance archae>logical surveys, and from infor- 
mation by local avocational archaeologists. Consulta- 
tion with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) 
on allocation to Use Categories were made in the Yuma 
RMP. Several cultural properties in the Gibraltar Plan- 
ning Area were allocated to Conservation Use in the 
Yuma RMP. These properties will be re-allocated in this 
Plan. 


Field inventories have revealed cultural resources 
consistent with predictions based on environmental and 
ters, resource procurement and utilization sites, shrines, 
and geoglyphs. Occupation and use, based on relative 


dating techniques, indicates that the planning area was 
used as early as the Archaic period. Sites from this 


to A.D. 700. During the Formative period, after A.D. 
700, this area was used primarily by the River Patayan, 
the ancestors of the Mohave. In past consultation with 
the Colorado River Indian Tribe (CRIT), areas within 
the planning area have been identified as having an 
important place in their oral tradition and cultural his- 
tory. The area may also be important to members of the 
Chemehuevi Indian Tribe. These significant areas, as 
defined by National Register Bulletin 38, would be 
eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic 
Places as Traditional Cultural Properties. 

The planning area lies between four major travel and 
trade corridors: the Colorado River; the Bill Williams 
River, Osborne Wash; and Mineral Wash. Prehistoric 
and historic Native American sites along these corridors 
have both local and traded raw materials and finished 
products. There are relatively few sites in the higher 
rily of temporary activities that did not leave much 
material evidence. There are a few significant deposits 
or outcrops of stone material that was preferred for tool 
manufacturing. These are located on the Quaternary and 
Tertiary alluvial terraces, or in scattered pockets of 
meta-volcanic deposits. Sparse lithic scatters are re- 
corded in these areas. The current vegetation commu- 
nity is marginal for intensive food or weaving material 
gathering, but may have been more productive in the 
past. 


Historic European use is most evident in the areas 
related to the prospecting and mining in the west side of 
the Buckskin Mountains in the Cienega Mining District. 
Copper, gold, and silver deposits were discovered in the 
District as early as 1860 and the area has historic sites of 
development, boom and decline of mining. Recorded 
production in the Cienega mineral district began in 
period, and mining activity in the 1960's and 1970's 
altered and obliterated some of the earlier historic arti- 
facts and features. Additional historic use of the area 
also occurred during World War Il military training 
exercises, and evidence of both exercise locations and 


Historic building foundation near Gray Eagle Mine. 


The largest cultural resource survey in the planning 
area was conducted by the BLM in 1979 north of the 
Parker 400 race course along Osborne Wash. It was 
noted that sites between Shea Road and the race course 
had already been impacted. Site integrity had been 
senously impaired and information potential was lost. 
One exception was an intaglio, which was protected by 
fencing. The site was vandalized and the alignment 
existing within the fenced area today is not the original 
site recorded. Sites of high scientific information poten- 
tial were identified north of the race course and limiting 
access from the race course was identified as a needed 
the Gibraltar Mountain Wilderness and are protected. 


Fire 


There are no records of fire incidents within the 
planning area. Fuels are sparse to none in most areas. 
Drainages contain most of the vegetation which is not 
continuous. This is not a fire dependent ecosystem. 
Although a very slight possibility of fires occurring in 
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major drainages exists, there is a very low risk of fire 
damage to the area's resources because of sparse fuel. 


Law Enforcement, Emergency 
Services, Search and Rescue 


Law enforcement jurisdictions within the planning 
area include BLM Rangers, AGFD Game Rangers, and 
the La Paz County Sheriff. Law enforcement activities 
in the area include monitoring special events and re- 
dumping, carp stay limit violations, and plant thefts. A 
major law enforcement concern is motorized vehicle 


violations that have repeatedly occurred in the area (in 
wilderness, lambing grounds, and general off-road ve- 
hicle use). There are several sites in the planning area 
where trash continues to be dumped illegally. 


Emergency services have been required in the past 
due to accidents involving winter visitors, race fans and 
participants, and OHV enthusiasts. Search and rescue 
operations have also been required in the planning area. 
erations lies with the County Sheriff's Office, a variety 
of agencies and volunteer organizations assist with these 
activities. At present, there is no formally established 
coordination to minimize impacts to resources. 
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they wanted to have addressed in this plan. Two public 


meetings were held in Parker, Arizona to provide the 
bic with additional ies tol ar , 
and to express their concerns about the planning area. 
Identified issues are separated into three main catego- 


measures are needed to control vehicle access to 
Giers Wash? 


- How would future bighorn sheep transplants be 


managed if the sheep population falls to a point 
where sustainability of the herd is threatened” 


- How would bighorn sheep captures be managed if 
the sheep population can be used as a transplant 


source? 


- Are there any private lands that need to be acquired 
to protect and enhance priority wildlife habitat, 
other natural resource values or uses? 


- How can important bat roost sites, which may 
include abandoned mine features, be protected. 


- How will exotic species be managed and the intro- 
duction of new exotic species be prevented? 

2. Wilderness Preservation. Wilderness legislation 
requires that wilderness values, including natural- 
ness and opportunities for solitude, be preserved for 
the long-term. The following concerns must be 
addressed: 
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- How can illegal off-highway vehicle use within the 
wilderness be controlled? 

- How will impacts caused by human activity be 
rehabilitated to restore the area's natural values” 

- How will opportunities for solitude and primitive 
recreation be maintained? 

- How will wildlife water developments be main- 
van peer iftten in anil a 
we Sec ten +e er > 

- How will the existing livestock water development 
be maintained and managed to prevent unnecessary 
and undue degradation” 

3. Recreation. The planning area is a popular OHV 
destination used by both local residents and winter 
visitors. The following concerns must be addressed 
to protect resources and enhance recreation oppor- 
tunities: 
toon bn ol 5 white enisient! ial im. 
pacts to recreation access, cultural resources and 
‘Idlife habi tues? 

- How will OHV use in the planning area be man- 
aged? 

- To what extent are visitor facilities (trail heads, 
informational displays, trails, and parking areas) 
needed to enhance the recreation expenence while 
protecting resource values? 


- How will proposed partnerships be implemented? 
- How will permitted events in the planning area be 
managed to minimize the potential for resource 
conflicts? 


- How can legal public access needs in the planning 
area be met for recreational purposes” 
- How will dispersed camping be managed? 
- How will target shooting sites in the planning area 
that conflict with high density OHV use be man- 
aged? 

4. Cultural Resources. The planning area has impor- 
tant non-renewable cultural and heritage resources. 
The following concerns must be addressed: 


- How will prehistoric cultural sites be managed” 


GIBRALTAR MOUNTAIN 


attraction for OHV use (roads and trails), or repre- 
sent potential public safety hazards (mine shafts, 
adits and other features). How will historic cultural 
sites be managed? 

- Is there a need for traditional access by Native 
Americans to the planning area and how will the 
need for access be identified? 

- Unauthorized OHV use is one of the major contribu- 
tors to loss of integrity at cultural resource sites in 
tected either by Wilderness designation or exclosure 
fencing, but unauthonzed use continues to endanger 
the integrity of other cultural sites, with geoglyphs 
‘intaglios) and trails being the most vulnerable to 
7 porwr ‘bili tr canine 
secondary impacts. 

- Attempts to rehabilitate recent histonc impacts in 
the Wilderness to improve naturalness may affect 
the historic integrity of cultural properties. How 
will rehabilitation of historic impacts in the Wilder- 
ness be addressed? 

- Undocumented information indicates there is at 
least one and possibly more Traditional Cultural 
Properties that may meet the criteria of the National 
Regisier of Historic Places under criteria 
36CFR60.4(a) or (b) within the planning area. How 
will the Traditional Cultural Property be identified 
and managed so that the interests of Native Amen- 
cans can be considered? 


5. Livestock Grazing. A major portion of the planning 
area is within the Ganado Grazing Allotment. How 
will grazing be managed” 

6. Burros. The planning area is not within a Burro Herd 
Management Area. How will burros that wander 
into the area be managed” 


7. Fire. Vegetation in the planning area is not fire 
adapted. How will fire be managed to maintain 
existing natural values? 

8. Public Information and Education. There is an 
opportunity to reduce illegal activities and mini- 
mize existing conflicts among current resource uses 
in the planning area through public information and 
education efforts. 

- How can outreach and education be provided to the 
public”? 

- What kinds of additional signs, informatiun dis- 
plays, and other facilities should be considered” 

- How will illegal trash dumping be cleaned up and 
future illegal activities be reduced in the planning 
«fea? 


Looking east at the Carnation Mine area and a portion 
of the Nellie Mine Road and Gray Eagle Trail. 


Issues Solved By Policy/ 


Regulations/Management 
Decisions 


1. Minerals Management and Wilderness Mining 
Activities. According to BLM records, four mining 
claims extend into the wilderness from the Mam- 
mon Mine (Map |). Another claim is located within 
the wilderness approximately | 5 miles south east of 
the Mammon Mine. Four other claims are located 
within the wilderness near the Red Hill Well (L2) 
livestock development. There is no current mining 
activity in the wilderness. Management of ongoing 
mining activities outside the wilderness will be 
guided by mining regulations at 43 CFR 3809. 
Management of any future mining in the wilderness 
will be guided by regulations at 43 CFR 3809 and 
8560. 


2. Mineral Materia! Sales. The planning area contains 
four mineral material sale sites that are managed in 
accordance with regulations at 43 CFR 3600. Any 
new sites will be located outside priority wildlife 
habitat in conformance with current planning docu- 
ments and guided by regulations at 43 CFR 3600. 


3. Scientific Use of Cultura! Resources. Proposals for 
surface disturbing activities or study for scientific 
research will be evaluated and authorized on a case 
by case basis guided by existing policy in BLM 
Manual 8560.32 and subject to compliance with the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 


4. Changes in Land Status. Any acquisition, sales and 
or exchanges of property that may occur in the 
planning area between the BLM and other agencies 
or the public, will adhere to the \uma District 
Resource Management Plan as amended. Any Rec- 
reation and Public Purposes applications BLM re- 
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cerves within the planning area will be reviewed and 
processed on a case by case basis in accordance with 
guidance at 43 CFR 2740. 


5. Access to Non-federal Lands. Public access to non- 


federal lands in the planning area will be addressed 
through guidance at 43 CFR 2740. 


6. Law Enforcement and Search and Rescue within 


Wilderness. Using motorized equipment to meet 
cnmuinal law violations and the pursuit of fugitives 
is approved in BLM Manual 8560.39C(11) and 43 
CFR 8560.3. Mechanized or motorized equipment 
may also be used for AGFD law enforcement activi- 
Section 101 (e) of the Arizona Desert Wilderness 
Act of 1990. Search and rescue responsibilities are 
delegated from the Governor of Arizona to County 
Boards of Supervisors and respective Sheriffs. 
Activities and response to human health and safety 
emergencies conducted by these entities are ap- 
proved in BLM Manual 8560.39C(4) and 43 CFR 
8560.3. Coordination of these law enforcement and 
search and rescue activities is further discussed in 
Objective 2, Management Action 7 of this plan. 


Issues Beyond The Scope Of This 
Plan 


1. Air Space Management. Milstary flight restnctions 


are addressed in the Anzona Desert Wilderness Act 
of 1990. The Act states: “Nothing in this title shall 
preclude low level overflights of military aircraft, 
the designation of new units of special airspace, or 
the use or establishment of military flight training 
routes over wilderness areas designated by this 
title.” The Havasu Field Office will continue to 


2. Acquisition of State Lands. There 1s public interest 


in the BLM acquisition of the State Lands in the 
dune area near Shea Road for recreational purposes. 
However, existing State laws do not currently ac- 
commodate this type of acquisition, and it is likely 
that La Paz County will instead pursue the purchase/ 
lease of those State Lands for OHV recreation 
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PART IV 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
Goals ' - Protect, enhance, and use cultural resources consis- 
1. Biodiversity tent with the scientific and public values. 


- Increase knowledge of and maintain biological 
the planning arca 

rangeland health as established under Anzona Stan- 
dards for Rangeland Health and Guidelines for 
Grazing Administration ( Standards and Guidelines ). 


2. Wilderness 


- To provide for the long-term protection and preser- 
vation of the area's wilderness character under a 


present will be managed so that they will remain 
unimpaired 


- To manage the wilderness area for the use and 
enjoyment of visitors in a manner that will leave the 
areca unimpaired for future use and enjoyment as 
wilderness. The wilderness resource will be domi- 
namt in all management decisions where a choice 
must be made between preservation of wilderness 
and visitor use. 


- To manage the area using the minimum tool. equip- 
ment, or structure necessary to successfully, safely, 
and economically accomplish the objective. The 
chosen tool, equ pment, or structure should be the 
one that least degrades wilderness values tempo- 
rarily or permanently Management will seck to 
preserve spontaneity of use and as much freedom 
from regulation as possible. 


- To manage nonconforming but accepted uses per- 
matted by the Wilderness Act and subsequent laws 
im a manner that will prevent unnecessary or undue 
degradation of the area's wilderness character. 

ing uses are the exception rather than 
the rule. therefore. emphasis 1s placed on maintain. 

3. Recreation 

- Provide for a broad spectrum of recreational oppor. 
tunities, from hiking to motonzed activities, while 
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Management Strategy 

In this section, objectives are established to address 
activity plan issues) Management actions to meet plan 
objectives are outlined. Target dates to accomplish the 
proposed actions are assigned. Monitoring will be 
conducted to evaluate the effectiveness of management 
actions and to determine if plan objectives are being met. 
A rationale 1s included where additional clarification is 
needed 


Objective 1 - Maintain Biological 
Diversity 


Maintain and enhance species diversity 
for the foreseeable future by: 

opments. 

- Preventing additional habitat loss (due to mine 
a a ee ee 
- Maintaining or improving late seral (good) ecolngy- 


cal condition at Key Area #1 and #2 (Map 2) through 
2010. 

- Maintaining or improving the existing plant com- 
munity (Desired Plant Community) as measured in 
the approximate area of Key Arcas #! end #2 in 
1981 (Ganado Allotment Evaluation, 2000). 


- Masntaiing or improving ground cover at 10.5% at 
Key Area #1 and at 25% at Key Area #2. 


- Preventing the establishment of a resident burro 
population 

- Preventing the establishment of exotic plant species. 
- Minemizing wildlife impacts from public land users 
by providing public education/information 


- Managing fire to mamntain the area s natural values. 
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Rationale: 1 will address activity plan issues 
1, 5, 6, 7.and parts of issue 2 and 8, management goal |. 
and part of goal 2. The implementation of this objective 
should maintain/enhance biodiversity in the planning 
area for tLe foreseeable future. 


Management Actions 
1. AGFD and BLM will maintain all wildlife water 
developments in the planning areca (Table 2) as 
reliable water sources, except Goat Spring 
pending further study. AGFD and BLM will con- 
duct future repair and maintenance activities to 
improve water collection efficiency while reducing 
visual impacts of the structures. 


By the end of fiscal year (FY) 2001 , in coordination 
with the AGFD and the Arizona Desert Bighorn 
Sheep Society, the BLM will conduct simultaneously 
the redevelopment of the Red Cliff (Hwy 95) and the 
maintenance of the Gibraltar Tunnel wildlife water 
catchments. 


~ The Red Cliff Catchment (W7 on Map 2 and Table 

2) will be redeveloped to improve water source 
reliability and to further reduce visual impacts. The 
existing drinker, sausage tanks, support blocks and 
manifold lines will be removed. The water collec- 
tion point will be modified and enhanced. The 
manifold collection lines will be combined into one 
approximately 3° diameter line which will follow 
the contours of the terrain and will be concealed with 
natural rock. A ring tank, approximately 16° diam- 
eter by 3 tall, and walk-in drinker will be locaved on 
the same footprint as the old tanks. 
The new tank will be depressed below current grade 
to reduce the overall height of the structure and the 
resulting visual impacts. Depending on site condi- 
tions, excavation will require the use of motonzed/ 
mechanized tools and may require the use of explo- 
sives. The new tank and drinker will be completely 
camouflaged with paint, native stone and soils, and 
vegetative and cloth screening. After maintenance 
"s 1200 gallons of water 
will be added © the catchment utilizing helicoprer 
water drops into a temporary storage tank which will 
be pumped into the walk-in drinker 


- By fiscal year (FY) 2001 , the AGFD in coordination 
with the BLM, will ‘op the Gibraltar Tunne! 
Catchment (W8 on Map 2 and Tabie 2). The 
sediment from behind the dam will be removed. the 
collection intake modified to increase efficiency, 
and the dam resealed to prevent leakage = Approx- 
mately 35 feet of the PVC water delivery pipe will 
be replaced with 2” steel pipe and reconnected and 
secured to the |” exiting fill pipe. A second 2” steel 


pipe, approximately 150 feet im length, will be 
installed to fill directly into the tunnel. The pipe will 
be located in such a way so as to hide it behind native 
plants and material. The tunnel entrance dam and 
storage area will be repaired and rescaled to ensure 
water storage capability. The collection dam. pipe- 
lines. and storage dam will be visually screened 


leted 
gallons of water will be added to the catchment 
utilizing hehcopter water drops into a temporary 
storage tank which will be gravity drained into the 


pump. and helicopter for a period up to 10-days. All 
excess materials will be removed from the site. The use 
of helicopters for the transportation of redevelopment 
personnel and equipment will be minimized. Minor 
maintenance and monitonng will be accomplished us- 
ing non-motonzed and non-mechanized means. Rede- 
velopment and maintenance activities will be conducted 
80 as to keep any new disturbance to the absolute 
minimum, to avoid mature vegetation whenever pos- 
sibie. and to use established methods to avoid the spread 
of noxious weeds. 

Rationale: BLM recognizes that quantitative research 
related to the effectiveness and need for artificial waters 
is inconclusive (The Center for the Study of Law, 
Science and Technology. Arizona State University 1998). 
It is the observation and professional opinion of the 
BI_LM Wildlife Biologist and the AGFD personne! iden- 
tified in Appendix D that: 1) Increased human activity 
has cut off bighorn sheep and other wildlife species from 
their historical waters on the Colorado River, 2) Water 
developments mitigate the impacts of reduced river 
access and improve habitat values, 3) Forage is available 
and adequate to support a viable sheep population, 4) 
Therefore, the Red Cliff and Gibraltar Tunnel catchments 
are considered vital for wildlife management of the 
tighorn sheep herds residing in the Gibraltar Mountain 
Wilderness, should continue to be maintained, and should 
not be removed. Alternative sites located outside the 
wilderness boundary were considered but reyected due 
to an increased distance from lambing grounds and a 
decreased distance to the popular OHV recreation areas. 
Several alternative construction techniques were con- 
sidered ai the Red Cliff site. Replacement of the existing 
water storage tanks was rejected since it did not reduce 
visual impacts. Complete burial of the storage tank was 
considered unlikely due to the rocky site conditions. 


Following years of interagency study, monitoring. and 
debate involving numerous site visits the alternative 
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mosi compatible with wilderness and wildlife needs was 
the partial burial of a ring tank at the existing site. The 
installation of a second fill pype at the Tunnel! catchment 
will ensure maximum Capture of the very limited oppor- 
tunities for water fill and can be visually screened: 
replacement of a single fill pupe was determined to be 
madequate to mamntann a reliable water supply Increas- 
ing rehability of the two developments will prevent the 


2. By FY 2002, complete a proper functioning condi- 
tion evaluation for Lentic Ripanian- Wetland Areas 
at Goat Spring and evaluate the potential for rede- 
velopment (W2 on Map 2). Implement improve- 
ments as pnorities and funding allow. Explore the 
option to remove salt cedar from the spnng site and 
revegetate with native riparian species by FY 2005. 

Rationale: Goat Spring was once an important water 

source for bighorn sheep. Removal of exotic salt cedar 

3. Continue to enforce a year-round vehicle route 
closure in Giers Wash from Highway 95 to The 
Jumpoff to maintain sheep habitat values Maintain 
the gate at Jumpoff and the fencing and gate at 
Highway 95. improve as necessary to prevent unau- 
thorized vehicle use. Post the area as closed to motor 
vehicle use at the fence along Highway 95, at the 
BLM boundary in Giers Wash near Goat Spring. 
and at the Jumpoff gate. 


Rationale: The route in Giers Wash was developed for 
utility corndor access and a portion was closed to public 
Wash to motor vehicle use would reduce the quality of 
bighorn sheep habitat by fragmenting what 1s currently 
a continuous range of habitat from The Mesa to the 
Gibraltar Mountain Wilderness. 


A view of The Mesa. looking south acrou the Bill 
Willams River 
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4. Contunue seasonal vehicle route closures for lambing 
grounds from January | tw June 3. Post and 
maimtain seasonal closure signs as needed Install 
traffic Coumters to monitor comphance If comph- 
ance is not achieved, then BLM and AGFD will 
evaluate opvons for barners. 

5. Post and maintain signs near AGFD catchment 629 
(W4) stating. “Locked gate ahead 2 miles”. 

6. BLM will coordinate with AGFD for assistance in 

Rationale: Actions 4. 5, and 6. focus on the protection 

of pnonty wildlife habitat and are necessary measures to 

ensure conformance with the Yuma RMP. 


7. AGFD and BLM would seck 2 conservation case- 
ment for private and state land at T. |! 
N., R. 18 W., Section 27, for administrative access. 
Giers Wash. 

8. Pursue options to acquire private lands within pnority 
wildlife habitat 


9. If during monitoring of sheep populations it is 
determined that the sheep herd 1s no longer sustain- 
able, AGFD and BLM will coordinate to implement 
sheep transplants to promote population viability. 
The use of helicopters and fixed wing aircraft will be 


allowed for transplants and monrtonng. 


10. If during monitoring of sheep populations it is 
determined there 1s a population surp!us for trans. 
plants, AGFD and BLM will coordinate capture 


Rationale: If the Buckskin herd is increasing and can 
support a capture. it may be used as a transplant source 
for other mountain where there is historical 
bighorn sheep habitat or the herd size needs to be 
increased to maintain viability: 

11. All mines will be surveyed to identify bat use and to 
determine the appropriate closure techmique When 
constructive closures are proposed, BLM will coor- 
dinate with the AGFD to develop alternatives to 
prevent entrapment and minimize impacts to bats 


Identify all significant bat roost sites in the planning 
area by the end FY 2003. Develop a monitoring plan 
to monitor the significant bat roost sites and evaluate 


the use of bat grates 


Rationale: Abandoned mines provide important roost 
sites for several bat species Significant bat roost sites, 


such as hibernating sites and maternity roost sites. need 
to be protected. Many of the bat species have been 


12 


idenufied as semutrve speoes BLM policy 1 to manage 

sensitive species as of they are a lested specees 

13. By the end of FY 2004. develop an information flyer 
explaiming how to protect desert tortome and its 
habrtat. post on all unformabon tuosks/bulletn boards 
and include in stepulations of every special recre- 
abon permit. 

14. By the end of FY 2005. conduct a desert tortomse 
mventory in Geers Wash and on the Mesa 


Rationale: Most of the planning areca is category II! 
dese tortowe habrtat. The Goal 1s to monrtor and lemet 
tortomwse babetat and population declines to the extent 
possible by mitigating umpacts 


Bat friend), mune Closure installed at North Rio Vista 
Mine 


1S Grazing on the Ganado Allotment will continue the 
use of the next best pasture grazing system devel- 
oped im the 1982 Cooperative Grazing Management 
System as modified through the Ganado Allotment 
Evaluation Utihzation will be monitored so as not 
to exceed 50% on big galleta (Hilaria rigida) and 
45% on shrubs at Key Areas #1 and #2. As utiliza- 
von approaches these limits cattle will be moved to 
a differem water development tf conditions permet 
or be removed from the allotment 

16. During routine field visits by resource specialists, 
monstor for the presence of burros. establishment of 
sah cedar and any exotic species, remove as needed 
The use of herbicides will be permitted in accor- 
dance with provissons of the Final Environmental 
Impact Statement for Vegetation Treatment on BLM 
Lands in Thirteen Western States, 1991. Hand 


apphcation of hertacides will be permutied within 
wilderness 


17. Pires that exceed or are expected to exceed a § chain 


per hour rate of spread im the planning area will be 
suppressed Withen wilderness the following will 


von of duturbances caused by suppreswan activ) 
bes on accordance with BLM Manual §560.35 will 
be completed before suppreswean forces are released 


Rationale: There & no hitory of fires m@ the area. 
Suppressang fires that exceed a § chasm per hour rate of 
spread will protect resource values 


bons and comuder whether new acthons are needed 


to meet plan objectives 

BLM and AGFD will cooperatively conduct yearly 
surveys and the quantitative research necessary to 
determine the amount of use. effectiveness. and 
continued need of existing wildlife water develop 
ments im the planning ares and to quantify the 
“benefits” or impacts to desert bighorn sheep and 
other wildlife. This data will be the basis for 
evaluating the future needs for mamtenance. rede 
velopment. or removal of exmsting developments 
and the comstruction of any new developments 


2 Make every effort to schedule the use of authonzed 
vehx le/moton zed equipment use in wilderness dur 
ing the muddle of the week or other periods that 
would least affect the public Post information 
about proyects that may affect wilderness visstors so 


they may avord temporary mmpacts to solitude and 
other wilderness values 


3 Vegetation will continue to be monstored as described 
in the Ganado Allotment Evaluation, 2000 


Objective 2 - Preserve Wilderness 
Values 


Maintain or enhance the wilderness 
values of naturalness and outstanding 
opportunities for solitude and primitive 
recreation, and special features in 
wilderness portions of the planning area 
for the foreseeable future by: 


- Providing public information to minimize human 
impacts by the end of FY 2001 
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- Elemunating unauthonred vehicle use by the end of 
FY 2001. 


obyective will assure long-term preservation of wilder. 
ness values 


Rationale: This action addresses issues concerning 


not needed at current use levels Naturainess and pom 
tive recreation opportunities would he dumenished with 
construchon of such faciities 


3. Law Enforcement Rangers will conduct. at a mim. 
mum. monthly wilderness patrols In areas along 


mncreased law enforcement effort will be required If 
the problem persists. physacal barners will be placed 
at the wilderness boundary as a resource profecbon 
measure Posts and cable will be the preferred type 
of barner. 

4 All administrative wilderness flights will be con- 
fucted as indicated on Table S$. The anticipated uses 
af motonzed vehicles and mechanized equipment 
are determaned to be the minimum tool for the Insted 
nzed of provided for. 

$ Require conformance with BLM standards for range 

at the Red Hill Well (L2 on Map2) by 
the end of FY 2001. Permitice will be required to 
choose one of the existing wells. the other will be 
abandoned in conformance with state environmen. 
tal regulations The well selected by the permittee 
will cither be cased and capped, abandoned, or 
cooperatively relacated. Abandoned wells) will be 
sealed at ground leve! and restored to natural ap- 
pearance. The use of motorized vehicles and mecha- 
nized will be authonzed for an muitial | 0- 
day period. Vehicles will only be used on histon- 
cally used access routes. 


6. Prior to grazing use in the Red Hill area, the Field 
Manager wil! authonze the minimum vehicle access 
and use of motonzed or mechanized equipment 


needed to imitially redevelop and then operate and ~ 


maintain the site Redevelopment will require pump 
and pipeline installation. Water will be piped to 


facilites located outside the wilderness boundary. 
Operations and use of the site will require use of a 
portable generator to pump water from the well to 
the facilines. Vehicles will only be used on histon- 
cally used access routes Routine imspections will 
be conducted by nonmotorized, nonmechanical 
means 


Rationale: Actions § and 6 will provide for the mainte. 
nance and operation of a permitted range development 
Red Hill Well would suppor use and im. 
prove livestack distribution in this portion of the allot. 
ment 


7 Improve coordination. develop protacol. and foster 
understanding with state. county and municipal 
agencies, and volunteer orgamzatiom for search 
and rescue response and law enforcement activities 
Provide a wilderness advisor to facilitate these ac- 
tvehes 

Rationale: Improved coordination. and the presence of 

a BLM advisor when possible. will reduce the potential 

for wmpacts to the wiiderness 


& Allow natural rehatultation of surface disturbances 
m wriderness. im general. to contenue (Table 4 and 
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Map 3). Some of the impacts will be further re- minimized. The crash site access route will be 
habbed as follows: evaluated for additional rehab work, if necessary. 
- Evaluate the current condition of impacts I-1, 2, 4, soute will be partially seclaimed to a primitive wail. 
and 5. Determine if additional rehab is necessary. - Evaluate the current condition of impacts at 1-6, 
Utilize hand tools to reduce berms. and use permeon allow natural reclamation to continue, remove non- 
to reduced visual contrast of disturbance. Remove hisioric trash and debris. 
ea TEnIe CE SS - Evaluate the current conditions of the closed vehicle 
- Remove the remaining large pieces of aircraft wreck- routes at 1-7, determine best methods for total recla- 
age at I-3 using a heavy lift helicopter and slingloads. mation. Utilize short segments of post-and-cable 
No helicopter landing within the wilderness will be vehicle barrier if additional wilderness signing fails 
permitted and flight time over wilderness will be to prevent further unauthorized OHV use. 
Table 5 
Current and Anticipated Motorized/Mechanized Uses in the Gibraltar Mountain Wilderness 
__Program Description of Activity Frequency Season/Duration 
Wildlife Wildlife population surveys using low-level Every 2 years Bighorn Sheep- 
fixed-wing or helicopter flights. (Sept.15 - Dec. 1) 
Up to three 5-hour flight 
days 
Wildlife Mid-level telemetry flights to monitor bighorn Monthly For up to 3 years follow- 
sheep after transplant. ing a transplant. 
Wildlife Provide for helicopter use to support sheep Variable On a case-by-case basis 
captures. as needs arise. 
Wildlife Major maintenance of water catchments and Variable On a case-by-case basis 
tool may require use of motorized/ mechanized tool applies. 
tools and aircraft. 
Livestock Emergency situations threatening public land = Variable On an as needed basis 
Management _ resources, livestock, or property. generally not expected to 
occur more than once 
every five years 
Livestock Range Project Maintenance - Red Hill Well Variable On an as needed basis 
Management Well abandonment and/or redevelopment may generally not expected to 
require up to 10 days of motor vehicle use. occur more than once 
every five years 
Livestock Range Project Operation - Red Hill Well Variable On an as needed basis. 
Management May occur two days per 
year used. Years used are 
not expected to occur 
more than once every 
three years. 
Law Wilderness entry using helicopter (occasional _— Variable Not expected to occur 
Enforcement landing), fixed-wing aircraft, or ground vehicle to more than twice a year. 
Fire protect resources, public health and safety, or In case of fire, may 
Rescue simultaneously. 
Wilderness Mine site rehabilitation and aircraft wreckage —_ For duration Less than one week each. 


removal, minimum tool may require use of of project 
motorized/mechanized tools and aircraft. 


0 
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Monitoring and Mitigation - Objective 2 
1. Compile information about situations that need 
corrective action when management actions are 
implemented and mitigate as needed in a manner 
that conforms with plan objectives. Appraise the 
effectiveness of mitigation and consider whether 
additional rnanagement actions are needed to meet 
plan objectives during yearly plan evaluations. 
2. Make every effort to schedule administrative use of 
mechanized’/motonzed vehicles and equipment dur- 

ing periods of least expected visitor use (middle of 
yan velba soa at am bt eg 
Post notices of impending projects at informational 
displays near the project site and at the Field Office 
sO visitors may have the option of rescheduling their 
Objective 3 - Provide Recreation 
Opportunities 
Provide recreation opportunities while 
ensuring public safety and minimizing 
the potential for resource conflicts by: 

- Addressing the mine safety hazards to recreationists 

in the Cienega Mining District. 

- Developing the Adopt-a-Trail partnerships. 

- Defining a management strategy for OHV use. 

- Inventorying all existing OHV roads and trails. 

with the Yuma RMP OHV designations. 

-D loping and maintaining inf _ : 

tive sites and/or materials. 
nerships . 

- Authorizing special recreation permits on a case by 

case basis. 

- Acquiring legal public access to existing routes. 
Rationale: Objective 3 addresses planning issue 3, part 
of issues |, 2, 4, and 8, management goal 3, and part of 
goals 1, 2, and 4. Implementing this objective will 


provide a broad spectrum of recreational opportunities 
in the planning area for the foreseeable future. 


Management Actions 


|. Over a five year period, evaluate safety hazards 
presented by abandoned mine features, identify the 
appropriate action, and implement mine closures 
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ne the “Ci Minine District. Mine F 
Closure” (EA-AZ-070-99-27). Mine hazards along 
the proposed Adopt-a-Trails and Cienega Springs/ 
Nellie Mine ° oad will be addressed first, followed 
by the Carnation and Eagle Nest mines, followed by 
the remaining identified mine features. 


Rationale: The programmatic EA analyzes both re- 
strictive and constructive closure of mining features to 
minimize impacts to recreation, cultural, and wildlife 
resources while reducing mine safety hazards. 


2. By end of FY 2001, complete a Cooperative Manage- 
ment Agreement (CMA) between Arizona State 
Parks, La Paz County, and the BLM for manage- 
ment of the Gray Eagle Mine and Red Mountain 
apt ar Establish traffic counters to assist 

iN monitoring activities on the Red Mountain and 

Gray Eagle Trails by the end of FY 2002. 


3. By the end of FY 2003, cooperatively work with the 

CMA partners to: 

- Mitigate mine hazards along the Adopt-a-Trails by 
utilizing the State OHV Grant, 

- cooperatively develop information/interpretive ma- 

- utilize the Parker 4- Wheelers under a group volun- 
teer agreement as the primary volunteer group re- 
toring use along the Adopt-a-Trails. 


A segment of the proposed Red 
Mountain Adopt-a-Trail 
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4. Thecurrent OHV area designations (Table 6 and Map 
4) will be implemented through increased signing. 
motutonng. enforcement, and route 

the OHV area designations of open, lim- 
ited, or closed would only be considered and imple- 
mented if approved in the future through an amend- 
ment to the Yuma RMP. No changes have been 
made to the Yuma RMP OHV area designations. 


5. The OHV route inventory documented in this plan 
(Map 4) is a complete inventory of all existing roads 
and trails in the planning area as required by the 
Yuma RMP. All routes are identified with a route 
number which will be used for identification pur- 
poses on the updated OHV Access Guide and sign- 
ing posted on all major routes. Vehicle route limi- 
tations consistent with the Yuma RMP OHV desig- 


nations will be implemented through signing and, if 


Table 6 necessary, barriers. Potential resource conflicts 
OHV Area Designations were considered and a designation of the OHV 
routes as open, closed, or limited is recommended 
Acres (Appendix G). Table 7 shows the miles and percent- 
Limited to Existing Roads and Trails 36,941 ages of routes in these categones. 
Closed to Vehicle Use (Gibraltar Mountain 
Wilderness ) 18,681 
Planning Area $5,622 
Table 7 
OHV Route Inventory and Recommended Route Designations 
Miles Percent Total Percent Plan 
OHV routes and recommended designations 
Open 66.02 3.8% 49.7% 
Closed 6.31 3.5% 48% 
Limited to Administrative Use 14.09 7.9% 10.6% 
Limited to Seasonal Use 
(Open July | to December 31) 40.57 22.6% 0.6% 
Limited to Vehicles Less Then 40” in Width 5.82 3.2% 44% 
SubTotal 132.81 100.0% 
Routes not recommended for 
Limited to Existing Routes (Shea Pit Area) 7.04 3.9% 
Routes on State and Private Land 38.90 21.7% 
Closed by Wilderness Designation 0.48 0.3% 
SubTotal 46.32 
Total miles of routes inventoried in the planning area 179.23 100% 


Rationale: The Yuma RMP specifies that an inventory 
must be completed and implements seasonal limitations 
(January | to Jun e 30) to OHV use in bighorn sheep 
lambing grounds. The route designation forms and maps 
in Appendix G provide specific route-by-route identifi- 
cation and a recommended designation and rational. 
Nearly half the routes were recommended to be desig- 
nated open for all OHV use. Less than 5% of the routes 
closed to protect various resource values. Approxi- 
mately 45% of the inventoried routes are recommended 
limited in one of three ways: 
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1) Routes limited to administrative use are closed to 
public vehicle use. These routes include the 
routes in the Giers Wash area and along the 
Southwest Gas Pipeline. The limitation serves to 
protect resource values while providing adminis- 
trative access for utility maintenance and wildlife 
water catchment maintenance. 

2) Routes limited to seasonal use are open to public 
vehicle use from July | to December 31. The 
routes on the Mesa are limited to seasonal use to 
protect bighorn sheep lambing grounds. 
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3) Routes limited to vehicles less than 40° in width 
in width to protect soils and other resource val- 
ues. 


6. Conduct periodic field inventories of OHV routes to 
identify new unauthorized routes (see Monitoring 
and Mitigation). Inventory will begin at the Rio 
Vista Mine, Shea Road Pit, and the Dune, which are 
will be signed as closed and rehabilitated to the 
extent necessary to mitigate the impacts. Barriers 
will be installed if signing and rehabilitation mea- 
sures are not successful. 

7. Revise the Cactus Plain-Arizona Access Guide as 
necessary to provide visitors with accurate informa- 
tion about responsible OHV use (Tread Lightly'), 
route identification, seasonal limitations, points of 
interest, and safety in the desert. 


La By the end of FY 2001, develop and maintain 


Interpretive Kiosk near Shea Road Pit 


9. Maintain all post and cable barners around the Shea 
Road Pit and Parker 400 course. Sign all access 
points to the Shea Road Pit as “limited to existing 
roads and trails”. No additional facilities are planned 
at this time. 

10. By the end of FY 2001, post “14-day camp stay 
limit,” “Pack-it-in Pack-it-out,” and “No Dumping” 
signs in Camping areas along Shea Road and Cienega 
Springs’ Nellie Mine Road. 

Rationale: No additional facilities for dispersed camp- 

ing are planned 
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11. Develop a Volunteer Program for resource monitor- 
ing and site/sign/facilities/trails maintenance to re- 
duce resource impacts and use conflicts. 

12. The BLM will cooperate with La Paz County and the 
State Land Department to manage OHV activities in 
the Dune area and evaluate the development of 
additional OHV opportunities. 


Rationale: During public scoping it was indicated that 
there was a need for additional OHV - based recreational 
Ae 

13. Evaluate the portion of Shea Road within the plan- 
ning area as part of a National Back Country Byway 
by FY 2006. 

14. Special recreation permits will include stipulations 
other resources in the planning area. 

1S. By the end of FY 2003, BLM will acquire legal 
public access to existing routes that cross private 


and State lands, including Cienega Spnngs/Nellie 
Mine Road and the Adopt-a- Trails. 


Monitoring and Mitigation 

1. Monitor OHV use monthly, at a minimum and more 
frequently if necessary, during the high use period 
of October through April. Compile information 
about situations that need corrective action when 
management actions are implemented. Mitigate as 
needed in a manner that 1s in conformance with plan 
objectives. Appraise the effectiveness of mitigation 
annually and consider whether additional actions 
are needed to meet plan objectives. 


2. Evaluate need for interpretive information at addi- 
tional sites or for modification of current displays. 
3. Evaluate whether traffic monitors are providing 
needed visitor information or if alternative or addi- 


Objective 4 - Protect and Ensure 
Proper Use Of Cultural Resources 


Improve protection measures to prevent further loss 
of information, enhance educational and traditional val- 
ues, and ensure the proper and best use of cultural 
resources by: 


- Allocating individual properties or classes of simi- 
lar properties to Use Categories to guide future 
management (Appendix C). 

- Promoting a more active participation of tribes who 
have traditionally used the planning area starting in 
FY 2001 
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- Increasing cultural resource issues awareness (edu- 
cation and information) of both permitted and ca- 
sual recreation users by the end of FY 2002. 


- Establishing a cultural resource monitoring pro- 
gram to document changes by end of FY 2002, and 
man-made impacts by end of FY 2003. 


Rationale. Objective 4 addresses planning issues 2. 3. 
4 and 8, management goal 4, and part of goals 2. and 3. 
Implementing this objective will provide protection for 
and allow appropriate uses of cultural resources by 
current and future generations. 


Management Actions 
1. Previous Yuma RMP allocations of specific cultural 
properties to the Conservation Use category are 
changed to either Scientific Use, Traditional Use, or 
dual allocation, based on the pnonty management 
objective. 
Rationale: The Conservation Use category is reserved 
for those cultural properties which are scarce, have 
research potentials that cannot be realized through cur- 
rent analytical techniques, or possess comparable char- 
acteristics making them inappropriate for studies which 
would alter them. The concept of conservation of sites 
in the planning area 1s an appropnate management goal. 
but no currently recorded properties in the planning area 
meet the critena of having research potential that cannot 
be realized through current techniques, or that warrant 
ties identified in the future that would meet the critena 
of Conservation Use would be allocated to this category 


through maintenance of the plan. 


2. All prehistoric cultural resources are allocated to 
Scientific Use, Traditional Use, or a dual allocation, 


based on the pnonty management objective. 


Rationale: Allocation to Scientific Use as apnmary use 
would provide management guidance to make these 
sites available as the subject of scientific or historical 
study, which may result in physical alteration or destruc - 
tion. Allocation to Traditional Use as a primary use 
would provide management guidance to protect the 
imtegrity of cultural resources that are important to 
eee 
of the group that identifies them 


3. All prehistoric cultural properties would be inter- 
preted through off-site information. No prehistonc 
sites would be allocated to public use through this 
plan 

as an interpretive exhibit in place. or for related educa- 


vonal or recreaonal use by members of the general 

public. have been identified in the planning arca_ In the 

future a site could be allocated to Public Use through 

maintenance of the plan. 

4. All histonc cultural resources are allocated to esther 
Scientific Use, Public Use. or dual allocation cat- 


egones. based on the pnonty management objec - 
uve. 


Rationale: Histonc properties are often a recreaton 
destination, especially mm the Cienega Mining Drstnci. 
These sites may also contain information not yet re- 
tneved that could contribute to the eco- 
nomic and resource at one of the carhest 
Districts in the region. If Public use would compromise 
the integnty of any components of a site with Screntific 
Use as a primary allocation, i would be interpreted 
through off-site means, access may be limited or di- 
rected to the least invasive means, or data recovery may 
be conducted. 


5. During the life of the plan conduct field visits with 
members of local tribes to archaeological sites in the 
planning area. Frequency of field visits will be 
dependent on both their interest in previously re- 
corded sites and in newly discovered locations 
Field visits will be at least annual beginning in FY 
2001. Share existing and newly discovered site 
information with their museums or cultural program 
staff at a minimum of once a year. Consult with 
tribal members and cultural staff to develop appro- 


pnate monitonng, mitigation measures, or develop 
research designs on a case-by-case basis. 


Rationale: or traditional sites that rep- 
resent the activities of Native Americans who were 
using the planning area are sensitive properties to man- 
age. For reasons beyond their control, the locations of 
these sites have often been lost to the people whose 


Archacologists 
their knowledge of these sites with the local Native 
Amencans and consider them recommendations regard- 


ing the importance of these sites in thei management 
decisions and scientific research designs 


6. Develop imterpretive materials appropriate to the 
intended audiences on the importance of all cultural 
resources, ( cal, traditional and histone ) 
by the end of FY 2002. 


7. Include historic road and trail information as part of 
any access or trail guide developed. Provide signs 
at histone properties to indicate active management 

8 Include cultural resource protection and appreciation 
message on any new information bulletin boards 
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historic sites, are often a destination for the public. 

Imerpreuve information and a positive message about 

cultural resource protection made available to our larg- 

est user group, the OHV community, will educate the 

9 Conduct condipon assessment and develop emer- 
gency statulization or maintenance plans for any 
standing histomc structures or ruins in the planning 
area by the end of FY 2003. Begin implementing 
plan in FY 2004. 


A patrol plan will schedule monstonng to idenufied 
sites and gather information to evaluate potential 
impacts. Field documentation of known properties. 
and inventory of areas where impacts are antici- 
pated to affect cultural resources, will provide a 

baseline for a patrol plan. Complete the patrol plan 
and conduct onentation field tips with personne! 
that will be responsible for monitoring (LHFO law 
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enforcement, members of the Anzona Site Stewards 
Program. or other qualified volunteers ) by the end of 
FY 2002. 


Rationale: Monronng selected properves or areas for 
changes im uses that could threaten the allocated use or 
ehgsbilsty of the cultural resources in the planning arca 
is an effective way to actively manage cultural re- 
sources. Anzona Site Stewards are trained volunteers 
who provide a jocal workforce to accomplish the ume 
imtensive task of field monstonng. 


Monitoring and Mitigation 

visits and patrol reports during the annual plan evalua- 
tion to determune whether sites are being identified and 
evaluated, whether traditional uses are being consid- 
ered, and whether human and natural impacts are being 
avorded or successfully mitigated. 
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PART V 
PLAN EVALUATION 


Together with an interdisciplinary team, the Lake 
Havasu Field Office Manager will conduct annual evalu- 
ations of the plan prnor to the budget cycle to: 

1. Semmarnze and document the annual monrtornng of 
mation, incorporating i into this document as it 
becomes available. 

2. Document completed management actions. 

3. Determine if plan objectives are being met. 


4. Determine if the plan needs to be revised and 
recommend new management actions if needed 


A formal plan evaluation will be conducted after five 
years. The review will provide an opportunity to evalu- 
years and the actions completed to date. Needed revi- 
sions will amend the plan and be available for public 
review prnor to implementation. 


Aenal view east across bighorn sheep lambing grownds 
on The Mesa with Bull Willams River on the background 
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PART VI 


IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE AND 
COST ESTIMATES 


Tash/ Activity Tash Assignments 
| Law Enforcement patrols / seasonal scheduling based on vs LE Rangers 
2 Resource Monntonng / patrols — mane Closures. recreation et Recreation Tech / ORP 
use wilderness. cultural srtes Wilderness Part Ranger 
Wilderness Specialist 


\ Masmenance of informanon dreplays wgms pos and cable. 
and mene closures: 


4 Monntonng for establishment of erote species and burros 


S Inepect and maintan wiidhfe «ater developments 
Annually evaluate and document mamtenance needs 


gear $5 cd tense at Hey Stan Wade 


7 Evabuate range condoms. determine minimum vehx te 
acoess and use of motonzed/mecham zed equipment needed in 
wiiderness at Red Hill Well prmor to grazing im area 


& Native Amencan Field Tours 
9 Plan evaluation 


10 Implement histonc structure stabelizaton/mamtenance 
plan 


11 Inventory the Chenga Mimeng Drstrict for significant bet 


roost s#tes Monitor ugnificant bat roost sites every } to 5 years 


12 Momrtor desen tortowe habetat erthen Caer Wash and 
the Mesa 


0. 1000 


05/500 


1/ 10,000 


Vv 10,000 
(contracted) 


4) 
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Table 9 
Non-Recurring Tasks 
Target Workmonths / 
Task/Activity Date Material Cost $ Task Assignments 
1. Sign existing OHV routes per recommendations FY 2005 12/ 100,000 Outdoor Rec Planner 
in Appendix G. LE / Park Rangers 
Wilderness Specialist 
Maintenance 
2. Cultural resource allocation to Use Categories FY 2001 completed Archacologist 
3. Mine safety closures - NEPA/NHPA and FY 2005 6/ 100,000 IDP Team 
construction contract. per year 
4. Complete CMA for Adopt-a-trails. Establish FY 2003 8/ 5000 ORP 
information displays and visitor registers at three OHV Grant Park Ranger 
sites along Gray Eagle/Red Min Trails. Establish Wilderness Specialist 
traffic counters to monitor use. 
5. Remove aircraft wreckage from wilderness, FY 2002 2/ 5000 Wilderness Park Ranger 
rehabilitate site Wilderness Specialist 
6. Evaluate potential rehabilitation areas in FY 2004 10/ 50,000 Wilderness Park Ranger 
wilderness, conduct rehabilitation projects. (contracted) Wilderness Specialist 
ArchTech 
7. Develop cultural resource interpretive materials. FY 2002 4/2,000 Archaeologist 
8. Develop stabilization/maintenance plans for FY 2003 3 Archaeologisv 
historic structures. Arch Tech 
9. Coordinate with permittee at Red Hill Well to FY 2001 2/ 10,000 Range / Wilderness 
10. Redevelop Red Cliff and Buckskin Tunnel FY 2001 4/ 10,000 AGFD/ BLM 
Wildlife Catchments Wildlife Biologist 
Wilderness Specialist 
11. Goat Spring - Evaluation FY 2002 0.25/ 200 AGFD/ BLM- 
- Redevelopment FY 2004 5/ 10,000 Wildlife Biologist 
12. Seek Conservation easement for administrative FY 2003 2/ 5000 AGFD 
use in Giers wash 
13. Develop wilderness brochure. Develop FY 2001 2 Public Affairs 
“Leave No Trace” and “Tread Lightly” alt 
educationa] =s¢erial. Wilderness Specialist 
IDP Team 
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PART VII 
APPENDICES 

APPENDIX A 
Common Plant Species of the Gibraltar Planning Area 
Common Name Scientific Name 
agave Agave spp. 
big galletz Hilaria rigida 
blue paloverde Cercidium floridum 
brittlebush Encelia farinosa 
buckhorn cholla Opuntia acanthocarpa 


California fagonbush Fagonia laevis 
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APPENDIX B 
Common Wildlife Species of the Gibraltar Planning Area 
Common Name Scientific Name 


coyote (Canis latrans) 
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APPENDIX C 


Allocation of Cultural Resource Use 


Cultural Resources can be allocated to the various recognized use categories before they are 
individually identified. Categorizing resources to uses is a mechanism for the Field Office manager 
and the SHPO to confer and concur in advance. The following is a two part Table of Site Use 
Allocations: 
1) Representative sample of known properties in the Gibraltar planning area, and 
2) Sites that had been allocated to Conservation Use in the Yuma RMP and are being changed to 
revised use categones through this plan. New sites recorded in the future would be allocated 


to a use Category following the same rationale. Discussion of these management actions is in 
Objective 4 - Cultural Resources of this document. 


Cultural Resource Use Categories. The purpose of allocation is to classify cultural resources in 
terms of potential alternative use(s). Properties are aliocated to a primary use, and where appropriate 
may have a secondary use allocated as long as it does not conflict with the goals of the primary use. 
The guidance for allocation is from BLM Manual 8110.42. 


A. Scientific Use This category applies to any cultural property determined to be suitable for 
consideration as the subject of scientific or historical study utilizing currently available 
research techniques. 

B. Conservation for Future Use This category is reserved for any unusual cultural resource 
which, because of scarcity, a research potential that surpasses the current state of the art, 
singular historic importance, cultural importance, or comparable reason, is not currently 
appropriate for consideration as the subject of scientific or historical study that would result 
in its physical alteration. 

C. Traditional Use This category is to be applied to any cultural resource that is perceived by 
a specified social and/or cultural group as having attributes that contribute to maintaining the 
cultural identity, heritage or well-being of that group. Cultural properties assigned to this 
Category are to be managed in ways that recognize the importance ascribed to them and seck 
to accommodate their continuing traditional use. 


D. Public Use This category may be applied to any cultural property found to be appropnate for 
consideration as an interpretive exhibit in place, a subject of supervised participation in 
scientific or historical study, or related educational and recreational uses by members of the 
general public. 


E. Experimental Use This category may be applied to any cultural property considered most 
useful for controlled experimental study, conducted by BLM or others concerned with 
techniques of managing cultural properties, which would result in the property's alteration. 
Experimental study may be aimed toward a better understanding of kinds and rates of natural 
or human-caused deterioration, effectiveness of protection measures, and similar lines of 
inquiry. It should not be applied to cultural properties with strong potential for any of the above 
allocated uses. 


F. Discharged Use This category is assigned to cultural properties that have no other remaining 
identifiable use. A cultural resource that was previously assigned to another use category may 
no longer have the qualifying characteristics for that use or for assignment to an alternative use, 
of a property's scientific use potential was so slight it was exhausted when it was recorded, and 
no alternative use is appropriate. Properties discharged from management remain in the 
inventory but no longer constrain other land uses. Each property must be recorded before it 
can be allocated to discharge use. 
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Site Use Allocation 
1) Representative Sample of Known Properties in the Planning Area 
Primary Secondary 
AZL:16:# Time Period /Site Type Use Use Remarks 
45(BLM) P/chipped stone(cs) unk. stone Scientific 
features 
56(BLM) P/ cs, stone feature Scientific 
68(BLM) P/ chipped stone Scientific 
90(BLM) P/ stone features Scientific 
91(BLM) P & H/ cs, road and trail Scientific trails might be old cattle 
trails 
57(BLM) P/rock rings, cs Scientific 
58(BLM) unk/ use area, stone feature Scientific 
5% BLM) P/ rock ring Scientific 
60(BLM) P/ sherd scatter Scientific 
61(BLM) P/ cs lithic scatter Scientific 
62(BLM) P/ isolated cs, rock shelter Scientific Traditional Record indicates subsurface 
potential. 
82(BLM) P/ rock shelter, sherd & lithic. scatter Scientific Traditional 50m. west of 11(BLM) 
37(ASM) H/ Capilano Mine, underground Discharge determined not eligible 
workings only criterion “d” 9-21-99 
38(ASM) H/ unnamed mine and residence Public determined not eligible 
criterion “d” 9-21-99 
40(ASM) H/ Carnation Mine recent features Public determined not eligible 
criterion “d” 9-21-99 
42(ASM) H/ Eagle Nest Mine, dumps, Scientific Public recommended eligible 
bidg. ruin 
4M ASM) H/ Gray Eagle Mine, extensive Public Scientific recommended eligible 
workings, trails, foundations criterion “d”, popular jeep 


2) The following sites were allocated to Conservation use in the Yuma RMP. 
Revised allocations indicated. 


Primary §§ Secondary 
Use Use 


AZL:16:# Time Period /Site Type Remarks 
11(BLM) P/geoglyphs, intaglio/rock Traditional Scientific Thunderbird Intaglio, 


1(BLM) P/ geoglyphs, stone features Traditional Scientific Rattlesnake Intaglio. Fenced 


AZL:16:# _Time Period /Site Type Use Use Remarks 
66(BLM) P/ rock shelter, artifact scatter Scientific Osborne Wash Group 
65(BLM) P/ cs lithic scatter Scientific Osborne Wash Group 
SXBLM) P/ rock shelter, sherds & lithics. Scientific Osborne Wash Group 
stone feature 
9X BLM) P/ rock ring, stone feat. Scientific Osborne Wash Group 
4 BLM) P/stone feature, cs lithic Scientific Osborne Wash Group 
44(BLM) P/rock ring, stone feature, cs lithics Scientific Osborne Wash Group 
9X BLM) P/ rock ring, stone features, cs lithics § Scientific Osborne Wash Group 
100(BLM) P/ sleeping circle Scientific Osborne Wash Group 
101(BLM) P/ rock rings, stone features Scientific Osborne Wash Group 
27(ASM) unk/ Traditional 1981 “Doughboy” record 
& zoomorphic rock alignments states “probably not cligible, 
would be if aboriginal.” 
Other features recorded 
1992 A. LaForge 
94(BLM) P/ rock rings, isolated cs, stone Scientific Osborne Wash Group 
features 
95(BLM) unk/rock alignments Scientific Osborne Wash Group 
41(BLM) P/ rock rings, cs lithic scatter, trails Traditional Black Tank Group 
7XBLM) P/ sleeping circles, trail sherd & Traditional Black Tank Group 
lithic scatter 
76(BLM) Phtrail, isolated cs, rock ring Traditional Black Tank Group 
70(BLM) P/ sherd & lithic scatter Traditional Black Tank Group, 
72(BLM) P/ shrine or cairn Traditional Black Tank Group 
74(BLM) P/ trail, isolated ground stone & Traditional Black Tank Group 
cs lithic 
77(BLM) P/ trails, stone features, sherd & Traditional Black Tank Group 
cs lithic scatters H/glass, metal, 
stoneware 
78(BLM) P/ cleared area, isolated cs Traditional Black Tank Group. Projec- 
tile point fragment found 
east on road 
(3-12-99 LaForge) 
7% BLM) Black Tank tinaja: P/ rock shelters, Traditional Black Tank Group possible 
sherds, cs lithics. arrastra stones found south 
H/misc. metal, ceramics, glass of tank west of road 
(3-12-99 LaForge) 
80(BLM) P/ trail, sleeping circles, rock rings, Traditional Black Tank Group, cattle 
sherd & cs scaiter trails impacting Prehistonc 
H/ cans, misc. metal trail. Road mentioned is 


(P - prehistoric, H - historic, unk. - unknown temporal or cultural affiliation, cs - chipped stone) 


47 


APPENDIX D 
Interdisciplinary Team 
Gibraltar Mountain Interdisciplinary Management Planning Team: 
Bureau of Land Management 
Lake Havasu Field Office 
Les Allen Outdoor Recreation Planner 
Cindy Barnes Range Conservationist) Wild Horse & Burro Specialist 
Clif Bobinski Team Lead/ Wilderness Specialist 
Aline LaForge 
Elroy Masters Wildlife Management Biologist 
Myron McCoy Outdoor Recreation Planner 
Dave Taylor Geologist 
Yuma Field Office 
Lynn Levitt Fire Management Officer 
Ron Morfin Wilderness Specialist 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 
Kenneth Clay Wildlife Manager 
p Pn Wildlife M 
Additional ( ontributors: 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 
Dave Conrad Wildlife Manager, Field Supervisor Region IV 
Russ Engel Habutat Prograrn Manager, Region IV 
John Hervert Wildlife Program Manager, Region IV 
John Kennedy Wildlife Speciestist Supervisor, Habitat Branch, Phoenix Office 
Ron Christofferson Habitat Enhancement Program Manager. Development Branch. 
Phoenix Office 
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APPENDIX E 


Public Involvement 


A scoping letter containing a preliminary list of planning issues for the Gibraltar Planning Area 
identified by Havasu Ficld Office Resource Specialists was mailed out to the public on March 
29,1995. The scoping letter provided an opportunity for the public and other government agencies 
to identify issues within the proposed planning area that they were concerned about. Several wntien 
comments were received and the issues are being addressed in this plan. 

On Apnil 5, 1995, a public meeting was held in Parker, Anizona so members of the local community 
would be able obtain information about the proposed planning area from BLM Resource Specialists 
and have another opportunity to document the concerns. Only | member of the public attended the 
mecting and no new issues were identified. 


A second public meeting was held in Parker, Arizona on August 6, 1997. Approximately 50 
persons attended the second meeting and public concerns for the planning area were documented. The 


concern was that there be an additional opportunity for the public to review proposed management 
decisions for the planning area before the decisions became final 


An Environmental Analysis (EA) for the redevelopment of the two wildlife waters located in 
Gibraltar Mountain Wilderness, Red Cliff and Tunnel Catchments was developed in the Winter of 
2000. A copy of the EA was circulated for public comments to the Arizona Wilderness mailing list 
of approximately $00 individuals. The half dozen comments received have been used to refine the 
proposed action and further document the alternatives evaluated. 


The Draft Gibraltar Mountain Interdisciplinary Management Plan and Environmental Assessment 
was distributed by mail on September 28, 2000 to approximately S00 interested individuals, groups. 
and governmental organizations. At the conclusion of the 45 day public comment penod, the Bureau 
of Land Management had received 7 written comments. Letters were received from the Hopi Tribe, 
the Arizona Desert Bighorn Sheep Society, Inc. the Arizona Department of Commerce, the Anzona 
Game and Fish Department, the Anzona State Land Department, the Southwest Forest Alliance, and 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service- Arizona Ecological Service Office. The letters in full are 
available for review upon request. Pages SO through $2 are a summary of the comments received and 
responses to those comments. Page specific changes to the text of the Draft Plan are italicized and 


have been incorporated in the final Gibraltar Mountain Interdisciplinary Management Plan Due to 
the text changes, text from the Draft may appear on a different page in the final Plan. 
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Comments and Responses 
The Hopi Tribe Arizona Game and Fish Department 
~...generally suppor the objectives of this plan and (AGFD) 


assessment. parvcularly Otyective 4 - Protect and En- 
sure Proper Use of Cultural Resources.” However, the 
Hap: otyect to the BLM Instructional Memorandum and 
policy that fortad rebunal of human remains and funcrary 
obyects subject to the Native Amencan Graves Protec- 
von and Repatriation Act. The suggested revision of 
policy s beyond the scope of thes plan. 

The Hopi object to the scientific use of cultural 
with the potential to disturb the remains of Native 
Amencan ancestors The plan does not directly propose 
amy action that has the potential to disturb human re- 
mains 


The Hop: defer further consultation on this plan and 
EA to the local Tribes. In the future and im the very 
unlikely event that a sstc would meet the above concerns 
and could not be avonded. the BLM would consult with 
the local Tribes as suggested. 


re 


“supports the plan's objective to mamtamn biolog)- 
cal diversity” and the maintenance of al! wildlife water 
developments in the planning area They support the 
management actions which include the use of mecha 
mzed/motonzed equipment for waterhole mamtenance 
and development activities. continued seasonal vehi le 
route Closures for bighorn lambing grounds. to conduct 
tighorn sheep transplants to promote population viabil- 
ity if deemed necessary, to use helicopters and fixed 
wing aircraft for bighorn transplants and monstonng. 
and. to prevent the establishment of a resident burro 
population in the planning area 


Arizona Department of Commerce 


Offered no comments on the plan. instead, the 
Department of Commerce has determined i necessary 
to discontinue the Anzona State Clearinghouse program 
and effective November |, 1999. the Department will 
cease to administer the Executive Order 12372, imter- 
governmental coordination of review and comment pro- 
cess. 


Recommended several changes to the plan. The 
recommendabon to add a provimwon to re-evaluate and 
possibly lower the maiimum uihizabom levels on the 
Ganado grazmng allotment 1s presently mcorporated in 
the Monsonng and Mitigation - Otyective |. nem} The 
recommendation to add a provision to the recreation 
secon of the plan to further evaluate the use and umpacts 
of the routes on The Mesa and redundant roads is 
addressed by Obyective |. Management Action 4 and 
Otyective 3, Management Action 4 Also see changes to 
OH Management Actions descnied below im 
to the comments recerved from the Southwest 
Alhance 


A trail is defined in the glowary of the RMP as a 
track. made by the passage of a vebucle. regularly 
used for wavel. Desert washes are included a 
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In response to these quesbons and concerns the follow - 
ing changes have been made to the plan and cavirun- 


Page 19 paragraph 1. AGFD Wildlife Managers 
has been replaced wih AGFD Game Rangers to 


eo eae Page 2¢. replace first three semiences of the Rato- 

Append D nale w th the following 

Page 26 paragraph 2. Buckskin Tunne! has been BLM -ecognices that quantitative researcn related 

changed 10 Gibraltar Tanne! to the effectiveness and need for artficral waters is 
inconclusive (The Center for the Study af Law, 

Page 26 paragraph S$. ono-motorized has been Scrence and Technology. Arizona State University 

changed to non motorised 1998). it is the observation and professional 


Page 26 paragraph 6. semtence beginning © Alter. 
native sites lacated outuide wilderness ~ has heen 
Changed to read “due to an increased distance 
cee ee name ame re tera 
recreation areas.” This change is 
~. made to Page 121. Alternatives Considered 


Page 30 Table §. the second entry has been changed 
from “low-level telemetry flights” to “middevel 


telemetry flights” 


Page 44 Appendix B. gray fox (Urocyon 
cimnereoargenicus | has been added to the mammals 


In reference to details the revegetation of 
disturbed sites, please refer to the Mitigation section of 
the EA. systems and seeding are not planned 
activities, To further address the concerns about the 
establishment of noxious weeds the following will be 
added to the end of the paragraph on 


Page 26 paragraph 6 beginning Mainienane/ 
redevelopment activities will ~ | Redevelopment 
and maimtenan¢ activins will be Conducted wo as 
to keep any new disturbance to the absolute mini 
mum to avend mature vegctation whenever pow 
sible and to use ertablished methods to aveed the 
spread of morsomus weeds 


ASLD cited several papers included im the proceed 


ings of the “Environmental, Boonomic . and 
Legal Issues Water Develop 
ments” held in Tempe on Now 13-15, 1997 which 


question the effectiveness and need for artifi.al waters 


$I 


opinion of the BLM Wildlife Biologist and the 
AGF D personnel identified in Appendix D that. |) 
Increased human activity has cut off bighorn sheep 
and other wildlife species from their historical 
waters on the Colorado River, 2) Water develop- 
ments mitigate the umpacts of reduced river access 
and umprove habitat values 4) Forage is available 
and adequate to support a viable sheep popula 
tion; 4) Therefore, the Red Cliff and Gibraltar 
Tunnel catchments are considered vital for wild 
life management of the bighorn sheep herds resid 
ong on the Gibraltar Mowntaun Wilderness thowld 
continue to be maintained, and thould not be 
removed 


Page 28. Monstornng and Mitigation - Objective |. 
add as 2nd paragraph to number | the following 
BLM and AGE D will cooperatively conduct vearty 
surveys and the quantitative research necessary to 
determine the amount of use effectiveness. and 
commmued need of custing wildlife water develop: 
ments im the planning area and to quantify the 
“benefits” or umpacts to desert bighorn sheep and 
other wildlife. This data will be the basis for 
evalmating the future needs for maintenance rede 
velopment or removal of custing developments 
and the construction of any new developments 


ae Bibliography add to current text 
Center for the Study of Law, Science and 
Technology, Arizona State | niversity. 

1998 Proceedings of A Svmposium on Environ. 
mental, Economu and Legal Issues Related to 
Rangeland Water Developments November | 4 
1S, 1997 Tempe, AZ 


Page 121. Alternatives C omsidered but Eliminated 
from Detasled Analysis. add as 2nd sentence 

An alternative to remove the developments from 
Wilderness and rehab the sites was comsdered but 
rejected since Agency wildlife mologists comsid 
ered the Catchments mitigation for human umpacts 
amd vital for wildlife management of the buphorn 
sheep herd resading om the Gibraltar Mountaim 
Wilderness 
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Page 121. impacts of Proposed Action, Biological 
Resources, replace Ist sentence with the follow- 
ing 

Opposing views exist concerning the impacts of 
maintaining the wildlife catchments and guantiia 
tive research is inconclusive It is the observanon 
and professional opinion of the BLM Wildlife 
Biologist and the AGED personnel identified in 
Appendis D that the maintenanc ¢ of (at hments (+ 
vital to the management of bighorn sheep and «ill 
benefit other wildlife species as well Others cite 
studies suggesting that the wildlife water develop 
ments are net onitwal for sheep populanons and 
may actually be detrimental to the sheep by in- 
creasing predator populanons BLM recognizes 
that quantitative research related to the effective 
ness and need for artificial waters is inconclusive 
(The Center for the Study of Law, Science and 


Technology. Arizona State University 1998) 


Southwest Forest Alliance 


Provided comments requesting specific information 
about Goat Springs. riparian areas. and Giers Wash; 
questioning what studies were dome and the 1 ced for 
‘ = developments. requesting much tighter manage- 
ment of ORV use and ashing for the careful evaluation 


of road umpacts 


Goat Spring likely ts still a potential water source. 
Tamans& control measures have not heen implemented 


Management Action 2 on Page 26 addresses the in- 
tended actions for this smal! npanan area 


need for artificial waters 1s nconchusrve (The Center for 
the Study of Law, Science and Technology, Arizona 
State Univervity 1998) Please see the changes above 
concerning this issue and the BLM commitment to work 
cooperatively with the AGFD to conduct yearly surveys 
and quantitative research to hetter answer these ques 
bors 


toms as determined by the Yurna RMP and serves as the 
complete inventory of existing routes Specifx OHV 
rowte designations are further recommended The need 


$2 


for wmmedszte and careful acvon 1s noted Measures to 
protect the Wilderness resource are incorporated um the 


plan The following changes have been made to the plan 
and environmental analyses 


Pager 31. Management Acton @4 has heen changed 
to read (same change on Page 119). 

The current OHV area designanons (Table 6 and 
Map 4) will be umplemenied through increased 
signing moniorng enforcement. and route des 
tgnanons Changing the OHV area designations 
of open. lumited. ot Closed would only be comsed- 
ered and umpiemented f approved im the future 
through an amendment to the Yuma RMP No 
changes have been made to the Yuma RMP OHV 


area designations 


Page 32. Management Acvon number 6 sentence 
4 has been changed to read (same change on Page 
119), 

Potennal resource conflucts were consdered and a 
designation of the OHV routes as open. closed, or 
lemuted is recommended (Appendir G) 


Page 42. Task/Activity number |, change to: Sign 
existeng OHV routes per recommendations in Ap- 


pendix G 


Page 122. Recreation Opportunmes, change last 
sentence to read, OHV management would im- 
prove and resource damage would be reduced 
with increased signing monitoring enforcement 
and route designations 


Page 123, add the following fourth paragraph 
under “Impacts of Ahernative A — No Action,” 
Recreation oppornanities would not be unproved 
or expanded The Adopt.a Trail proposal would 
not be implemented. Recreational impacts to 
resources due to OHV use in the planning area 
weneld lekely imc rease « ithenst additional manage 


ment emphasis 


United States Fish and Wildlife Service- 
Arizona Ecological Service Office 


Reviewed th. .!! plan and “has no comments at this 
time“ Purther stating. “no proposed of listed endan- 
gered or threatened species of Critical habitat are within 
the planmeng area houndanes — 
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Artzona Game and Fish 
1981. Buckskin Mountain Bighorn 


Department 
1993 Strategy Plans and Management tne 


Brown, David, F. Ednor 1994 Biotec Communities Southwestern Unsted States and Northwestern 
Mexico. The University of Utah Press. Sak Lake City, UT. 


Lee, Raymond M_ Editor, 1993 The Desert Bighorn Sheep in Anzona_ Research Branch. Game Branch 
Anzona Game and Fish Department. 


The Center for the Study of Law, Science and Technology, Arizona State University. 
1998. Proceedings of A Symposium on Environmental, Economic, and Legal issues Related to 
Rangeland Water Developments. November 13-15, 1997 Tempe, AZ. 
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1964. Wilderness Act. Public Law 88-577, 88th 

1966. National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. Public Law 89-665. as amended through 1992. 
1973. Species Act of 1973, as amended. 

1974. Sikes Act of 1974. 

1976. Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976. Public Law 94-579. 


1978. Public Rangelands improvement Act of 1978. 
1990. Arizona Desert Wilderness Act. Public Law 101-628. 


U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of land Management. 
1979. Havase Herd Management Area Plan. Lake Havasu City, AZ. 
1981. Soul and Vegetation Inventory Method Survey, Havasu Resource Area. Lake Havasu City, AZ. 
1982. Designation of Areas and Trails (Off-Road Vehicles) - Manual 8342. Washington, D.C. 
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1986. The Buckskin Mountain/Cactus Plain Habitat Management Plan. Lake Havasw City, AZ. 
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1988 Desert Tortorse Habitat Management on the Public Lands A Rangewide Plan Washington. 
DC. 
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1991. Final Environmental Impact Statement Vegetation Treatment on BLM Lands in Thirteen 
Western States. Casper, WY. 

1994 Havasu Resource Area Wildlife Operations and Maintenance Plan Lake Havasu City, AZ. 

1995 H-1730-1 Imerdisciplinary Resource Management Handbook Phoenix, AZ. 

1998. Yurna/Havasu Fire Management Zone Fire Management Plan. Lake Havasu City, AZ. 

1999 Recreation Management Information System (RMIS) Annual Report Lake Havasu City. AZ 

2000. Ganado Allotment Evaluation. Lake Havasu City, AZ. 


U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Geological Survey. 
1990 Mineral Resources of the Gibraltar: Mountain and Planet Peak Wilderness study Areas. La Paz 


County, Arizona. U.S. Geological Survey Bulletin 1704-B. Denver, CO 
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of the Bill Wilhams Area. Arizona Geoexplorers International. Inc for United States Department 
of the Interior - Bureau of Land Management. Denver, CO 
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APPENDIX G 
OHV Route Inventory and Recommended Designations 


$4 


1. AREA DESIGHATICW: iGpen) (Giesed) (Limited) (Gndestqneted) 


L 
, 
; 
I. 
L 
i 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): #_Gene Wash 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 4) CYR 8347.1 

(e) Areas and treile shall be loceted to minimize Gamage to soil, wetershed, vegetation. air, 
or other resources of the public lends, and to prevent iapeirment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(>) Areas ané treile shall be loceted to ainiaizce heresement of wildlife or significant 
Gisruption of wildlife habitet. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitets. 

(c) Areas end treile shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-roed vehicle wee and 
other existing or proposed recrestionsl wees of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the competibility of such uses with existing conditions in populeted ereaz, 
teking inte eccownt noise and other fectors. 

(4) Areas and treile shall not be loceted in official Gesiqnated wilderness aress or primitive 
ereses. Areas and treile shall be loceted in neturel areas only if the suthorized officer 
Getermines thet off-road vehicle wee will not edversely affect their neturel, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such eress are established. 


5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Gieeed) (Lemtced) 
If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED OW 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (@) (c) (¢) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIOWAL: This csoute is only designated for public use op 
keguired to drive one State Trust Lands. 


, - (continue on reverse) 
8. RBCOMMENDED ee ME: 7 FAAS Pa 
Date 


LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (G@pen) (Giesed) (Limited) (Undestqneted) 


2. ROUTE WumERs: Bw - ij 2.8 Thru _B8 Hw - i 1 i 


Number 
© oie ely en? es ate ° eats elle ells 


(e) Areas and treile shall be loceted to sinimize Gemege to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent ispairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(>) Arees end treile shall be located to sinimise harassment of wildlife or significant 
Gieruption of wildlife habitet. Special settention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threetened species ané their habitete. 

(c) Areas end traile shall be located to minimise conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
Other existing or proposed recreational wees of the same or neighboring public lends, and 
to ensure the competibility of such uses with existing conditions in populeted areas, 
taking into eccount noise and other fectors. 

(¢) Areas and trails shall not be located in official Gesigneted wilderness areas or primitive 
ereas. Areas and trails shall be loceted in natural areas only if the euthorised officer 
Getermines that off-roed vehicle wee will not ed@versely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other valves for which such ereas are established. 


S. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Giewed) (Limited) 
If Limited, explain: These routes are limited to administrative use by BiM. 


parmitied. 


6. BASED OM 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (b) (e) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 


»—_iiQ_ public vehicle access is 


(continue on reverse) 


LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGHATION: (Gpen) (Giesed) (Limited) (Undestqneted) 


(a) Areas and treile shall be loceted to minimize Gamage to soil. watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent ispairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(>) Areas and treile shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant 
Gisruption of wildlife habitet. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

(c) Areas and treile shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lends, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated areas, 
taking into sccount noise and other factors. 

(4) Areas and treile shall not be located in official Gesignated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the suthorizsed officer 
Getermines that off-road vehicle use will not sed@versely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other valves for which such areas are established. 


S. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Ghesed) (Limited) 


If Limited, explain: This routes are limited to vehicles less than 40" in 
width. 


6. BASED OW 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (B) (c) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 


(continue on reverse) 


2h for 


Date 


Date 


Date 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Gieeed) (Limited) (Undesetqneted) 


amie exile 


L 
L 
L 


egeee 8 


4. DRSIGHATION CRITERIA - 4) CPR 8341.13 

(e) Apress and treile shell be loceted to sinimice Gamege to soil, wetershed, vegetation, sir, 
or other resources of the public lends, and to prevent ispeirwent of wilderness 
suitability. 

(>) Areas and treile ehell be loceted to minimise heraesement of wildlife or significant 
Gieruption of wildlife habitet. Special ettention shell be given te protect endangered or 
threstened species and their habitete. 

(c) Areas end treile shell be loceted to sinimizce conflicts between off-roed vehicle wee and 
other existing or proposed recrestionsal wees of the same of neighboring public lends, and 
to ensure the competibility of such wees with existing conditions in populeted areas, 
taking inte eccount noise and other fectors. 

(@) Areas and treile shell not be loceted in official Gesigneted wilderness arees or primitive 
areas. Areas and treile shell be loceted in neturel areas only if the esuthorieed officer 
Geteruines thet off-roed vehicle wee will not e@versely effect their netural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such areas are established. 


RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGHATION: (Gpen) (Giesed) (Limited) 
If Limited, explain: soule BW-81) wil) be limited to administrative use by 


ho aGminiatrative use by BiM aod the ROW bolder. 


BASED OM 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (b) ic) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: Route BW-81)) i6 within Bighorn Seep lambing grounds 
and is secure access to the CAP tuppe) and a Bighorn Sheep catchment. Routes 


Wildlife Service. 


(continue on reverse) 


1. AREA OBSIGEATICON: (‘G@pen) ‘Gieeed) (Limited) (Gedeotqneted) 


3. ROUTE womens: § 8 - 4 3. i. PARTIAL 


‘*) pees ant trelle ehell be loceted te Sinbeiee Gemege te ool), eeterehed. vegetation. air. 
ot other resources of the public lends end te prewent impeirment of wilderness 
eultebility 

®) -Avreee end treile shell be leoceted te winimice hereeement of wildlife of significant 
Gieruption of wildlife habitet Special ettention shell be given *e protect endangered or 
threetened apecies and their hebitete 

‘©) Breese end treile ehell be leceted te finimiee comflicte between off-road wehicle eee and 
other exieting or prapesed recreetionsa) esses of the same oF neighboring public lends and 
te eneere the competibility of euch esee v1 th exleting ceom@itione in pepeleted erese. 
tehing inte eccount neice and other fectors 

\*) Areee end treile ehell set be leoceted in officiel Geeliqneted +) ldernece erese of primitive 
oreee. Areee ent trelle eho) be leceted bn Setters) ereee Gniy if the suthorioed officer 
Geterwines thet off reed wehicle eee #1)) set e@wereely effect their seterel eethetic. 
ecenic. oF other weleee for which such ereee ere eetab) Lahed 


S. RECORREENDATION ~ PROPOSED DESTGMATION: (@pen) (Gheeed) (Limited) 
if Limited, explain: the southern spur of coube Bi-4)) wil) be limited to 


coube.is.iimiied te vehicle iee6 than 40" in width... 
6. BASED GH 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (©) ()) ‘e) (@) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: The soulbern spus of soule BW-41) if withio Bighors 
Sheth .aMing diswnds. 


te 


aa 


4. DMSIGHATION CRITERIA - 4) CPR 83942.) 

‘e) Areee end treile ehell be leceted te sinimice Gemege to soil. vetershed, wegetetion. sir. 
or other resources of the public lends. and toe prevent ispeirment of wilderness 
euitebility. 

) <Areese end Grelle ehell be loceted te sinimice heresement of wildlife or significant 
Gieruption of wildlife hebitet Special ettention shell be given te pretect endangered or 
threetened epecies and their habitete 

‘©) «6—Arees end Grelle shell be leoceted te sinimice conflicts between off reed wehicle wee and 
other exieting of prepesed recresetionse) wees of the seme oF neighboring public lends. and 
te enewre the competibil.ty ef such eses with existing conditions in populeted erees. 
teking inte eccount noise and other fectors 

‘*) Breese end treile shell set be loceted in officiel Geeliqneted wilderness ereee oF primitive 
erees. Areee and trelle ehell be leceted in seture) ereee only if the sutheorieed officer 
Getermines thet off-roeé vehicle eee will set e@versely effect their seturel. eethetic, 
eoenic, OF Other weluee for which euch ereee are eetebl iehed 


S. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESTGNATION: (@pen) (Giesed) (Limited) 
if Limited, explein: these coutes are limited to seasonal use. closed {ros 


by this designation. 


6. BASED OF 6342.1 CRETERIA (CRITERION): (@) (b) ‘e) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIOWAL: These soules are in Bighorn Sheep lambing grounds ox 
misocaly babilal. 


iin, 
MITT | 


‘*®) reese end trelle ehell be leceted te finimine Gemege te sol). eeterehed. wegetetion. sir. 
of other resources of the public lends, and 66 prevent inpelreent of wil ldernesne 
evuitebi lity 

> Areee end treile ehell be located te sinimice heresement of wildlife of significant 
Gieruption ef wi 'dlife hebitet Specie) ettenmtion shell be given te protect endangered or 
threetened especies and their habitete 

‘> Breese ené treile ehell be lboceted te Sinbeiee conflicts between off ceed wehicle eee and 
other existing of prepesed recreetions) wees of the seme of neighboring public lends and 
te eneure the competibility ef euch uses with existing com@itione in populeted erees 
tehing inte eccount neiee end other fectore 

‘¢) reese end treile ehell set be leoceted in officiel Gesiqneted wi lGermece ereee of primitive 
orese. reese ene treile ehe)) be lbeceted in Sebere) ereee Gnly if She euthorieed officer 
Getermines thet off reed wehicle eee will net e@wersely effect their neturel. eethetic. 
eoenic. oF other weleee for which euch ereee ere eetab) iahed 


5. RECOMMENDATION « PROPOSED DESTGHATION: (Gpen) (Gheeed) (Limited) 


if Limited, explein: These soutes are limited to seasonal use. closed {ros 
damuacy ito June 30 each year. 


6. BASED OF 6942.1 CRETERIA (CRITERION): ‘@) (hb) ‘e) (@) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATTIOWAL: Thess soules are in Bighorn Sheep lambing crounds ox 
BiAOcALY Dabilal. 
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LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGHATION: (Gpen) (Giesed) (Limited) (Undestgneted) 


(e) Areas end treilse shall be located to minimize daemege to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(>) Areas and treile shell be located to sinimizce harassment of wildlife or significant 
Gisruption of wildlife habitet. Special ettention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitets. 

(c) Areas and treile shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recrestional wees of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of euch uses with existing conditions in populated areas, 
taking into eccownt noise and other factors. 

(4) Areas and treile shal) not be located in official Gesiqnated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be loceted in naturel areas only if the seuthorised officer 
Getermines that off-roed vehicle use will not edversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such areas are established. 


5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Gieweed) (Limited) 


If Limited, explain: These routes are limited to seasonal use. closed from 
January 1 to June 30 each year. 


6. BASED OM 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (b) (e) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIOWAL: These routes are in Bighorn Sheep priority habitat. 


(continue on reverse) 


LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Giesed) ‘Limited) (Undesteneted) 


2. ROUTE WUMBERS: 1 ea ee Pe 
Code 


nn 
nr 
ne 
ne 


ITI} 


LTT 1h 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP (8): Osborne Wel) 


4. DESIGMHATION CRITERIA - 43 CPR $342.1 

(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(>) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant 
disruption of wildlife habitat. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populeted areas, 
taking into account noise and other factors. 

(@) Areas and trails shall not be located in official designated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in »atural areas only if the authorized officer 
Getermines that off-road vehicle use will not adversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such areas are established. 


5. RECOMMEMDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Giewed) (Limited) 


If Limited, explain: These routes are limited to seasonal use. closed from 
January 1 to June 30 each year. 


6. BASED ON 5542.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (b) (e) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: These routes are in Bighorn Sheep priority habitat. 


(continue on reverse) 


B/ELER 
Date 


Field Manager 


73 


LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGHATION: (Open) (Giesed) (Limited) (Undestqneted) 


2. ROUTE WUMBERS: 8 WwW - 4 2 4. 
RMA Code Number 
——& HN - 4. 4 5 Partial 
ae a mt: tt 
aud Gene ° cae came eee GE ane cow ° aaa eae aa 
- Thru - 


4. DESIGHATION CRITERIA - 43 CPR 8342.) 

(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(>) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant 
Gisruption of wildlife habitat. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated sreas, 
taking into account noise and other factors. 

(4) Areas and trails shall not be located in official designated wilderness ereas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the esuthorised officer 
Getermines that off-road vehicle use will not adversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such areas are established. 


S. RECOMMEMDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Giewed) (Limited) 
If Limited, explain: These routes are limited to seasonal use. closed from 


BH-380. 


6. BASED OW 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (b) (e) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIOMAL: These routes are in Bighorn Sheep priority habitat. 


(continue on reverse) 


8. RECOMMENDED BY; . 7) fe [00 


Date 


7 = =| ; 


teat 


ae, | —~ 
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LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGHATION: (Gpen) (Giesed) (Limited) (Undeetqneted) 


2. ROUTE WUNDERS: 58 WwW - jj  § 2. 
RMA Code Number 
anise ante ° ante anise ane 
aus axle ° axils axis ann SENCEE 
qulie axis ° aulie aus ante T8 call aula ° cullen alle aol 
ents ante ° anise anise antie iii 


4. DESIGHATION CRITERIA - 4) CPR 8342.1 

(a) Areas and treile shall be located to minimize Gamage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(>) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant 
Gisruption of wildlife habitet. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-roed vehicle wee and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populeted areas, 
taking into account noise and other fectors. 

(@) Areas and treile shall not be located in official designated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the suthorised officer 
Getermines that off-road vehicle use will not adversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such areas are established. 


5S. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Giesed) (biméited) 
If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED ON 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (b) (c) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: Roule BW-380 includes numerous spurs and is only 


(continue on reverse) 
nine ee 
Date 
Date 
Date 
9. DECISION APPROVED BY: ; Ya faoo 
te 


Field Manager 


77 


‘e) Areese ent trelle ehell be leceted te Sinieiee Genege te eel), eeterehed. wegeretion. air. 
or other resources of the public lends end te prevent iepeireent of +) léernece 
suitability 

(>) Areese end treile shell be loceted te Dinieire hereeement of elidlife of significant 
Gieruption of wildlife hebitet Specie) ettention shel) be given te pretect endangered oF 
threestened species and their habitete 

‘c) Areee end trelle shell be leceted te Sinieine conflicts between off ceed vehicle eee end 
other exieting or prepesed recreetionse) wees of the seme oF neighboring public lends. and 
te ensure the competibility ef such wees with exieting conditions in pepeleted erese. 
teking inte eccount noise and other fectors 

(¢) -Areese end treile shell net be leceted in official Gesiqneted wi ldédermeee ereee of prigitive 
erees. Areas end treile ehell be loceted in Seture) ereee Gnly if the eutherioed officer 
Getermines thet off-road wehicle eee will net e@wereely effect thelr seterel, esthetic, 
scenic, oF other values for which such eress are eetaebl iehed 


5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGHATION: (Open) (G@heeed) (hemteed) 
If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED Of 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (B®) ‘c) (@) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 


(continue on reverse) 


3/2/20, 


Date 


Date 


Dat 


2. ROUTE mummers: f§ .f§ - _j 35 A. 


RMA Code Number 
sulle cule ° ania cule eatin G8. eullin calle ° anile calle ala 
eulie eniia ° exile enlie aun SUES 
eulie enti ° euille cule eulin “S88 callie calle ° calle calle cute 
aque cule ° enfin enlie ean S88 ade calle ° anile elie Ge 
auliie exiiie ° enile edie eutie S6 calle callie ° aalbn aullle aula 
aniiie aniiie ° anfie anfie anlin 
aude aula ° axle culls anlie 
3. TOPOGRAPEIC BASE MAP(S): _Daborpe Wel) 

Roba Mel). 

Rieck Peak. 

frees Roads 


4. DORSIGHATION CRITERIA ~- 4) CPR 839427.) 

‘e) Areee end trelle ehell be loceted te @inmimine Genege te soll, watershed, vegetation. sir, 
of other resources of the public lends. and to prevent inpeirwent of wilderness 
euitebility 

>) Areee end trelle shell be loceted te Sinmimice heresenent of wlidlife or significant 
Gieruption of wildlife habitet Special ettention shell be given te protect endangered or 
threetened epecies and their hebitete. 

‘c) Areee end treile ehell be located te Simimiee conflicts between off-roed vehicle ese and 
other existing of propesed recrestions) wees of the sane of neighboring public lends, and 
te ensure the competibility of such wees with existing con@itions in populeted areas. 
tehing inte eccount neiee and other ftectors 

‘¢) Areee end trellis eheli set be located in official Gesiqneted wilderness arese OF primitive 
ereses. Areas end treile ehell be loceted in Setere) ereee Gmly if the suthorined officer 
Getermines thet off roed wehicle eee will net e@versely effect their neterel, eethetic, 
scenic, OF Other values for which such ereee are established 

5. RECOMMENDATION ~- PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Gieeed) (himteed) 
If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED OW 6342.1 LRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (b) (c) (4) 
7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIOWAL: Vehicle use of roule HS 26) ends al the Cibralias 
dand_ownes perms 


(continue on reveree) 


$. RECOIREENDED BY, ' CF a/2/ chy 


Date 


Date 


“BLM 


GE Parks, Refuges & F_.vvations 


Ge State Trust 
Lands 
Gl Private 


GA 


LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Ctesed) (Limited) (Umdesienated) 


2. ROUTE NUMBERS: H 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): _Black Peak 


wn 
' 
cst 
Ww 
=) 


HE  § - 4 _4 ._2 #4=Thru _H _§ - _4 _4 _4 
H S$ - 4 _4 _6 

aH _§8. - _4 5 _ 5 

H $_- 4 _5 8 Partial 

H  § - 4 _5 _9 Thru __H _§ - _4 6 _9 


_Bobs Well 
_Cross Roads 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant 
disruption of wildlife habitat. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated areas, 
taking into account noise and other factors. 

Areas and trails shall not be located in official designated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer 
determines that off-road vehicle use will not adversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such areas are established. 


RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Closed) (bimited) 


If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (a) (Bb) (e) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 


9. DECISION APPROVED BY: 


(continue on reverse) 


2/2/2001 


Date 


Date 


Date 


Field Manager Dgte 


(3 


Route Designation Map 


1. 


2. 


LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


AREA DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Ctesed) (Limited) (Umdestenated) 


ROUTE NUMBERS: H Ss 


' 
a 
ea) 
IO 


H Ss. - 3 7 i 
H Ss. - 4 Qo _8 «Thru H $s - 4 1 2 
_H 2. - 6 i K_ Thru H Ss. - 6 3 K 
- Thru 7 
. Thru . 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): _Cross Roads _ 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8242.1 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant 
disruption of wildlife habitat. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditiors in populated areas, 
taking into account noise and other factors. 

Areas and trails shall not be located in official designated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in natura) areas only if the authorized officer 
determines that off-road vehicle use will not adversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such areas are establishec. 


5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Closed) (bimited) 
If Limited, explain: 
6. BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (a) (Bb) (e) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: These routes are located on or near sensitive 
the Sout] 5 reli . ; :t) 


are not necessary for pipeline maintenance. 


( (continue on reverse) 
4 : ; 
8. RECOMMENDED BY: aaa \ apr ncaa 
Date 
Date 


9. DECISION APPROVED BY: 


Field Manager 


en 


et ee 


Route Designation Map 
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LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (Open) (Closed) (bimited) (Undesienated) 


2. ROUTE NUMBERS: H Ss - 3 6 O Partial 
RMA Code Number 
H Ss. - 3 6 2. Partial 
H _§ - 3 6 3. Partial 
- Thru - 
- Thru - 
- Thru - 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): _Cross Roads _ 
_Osborne Well 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 

(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant 
disruption of wildlife habitat. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated areas, 
taking into account noise and other factors. 

(4d) Areas and trails shall not be located in official designated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer 
determines that off-road vehicle use will not adversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such areas are established. 


5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Closed) (timéited) 
If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED ON 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (b) (e) (d) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 


(continue on reverse) 


_ af few 


mene more m Laue flak 2f4 fae 


Field Manager 


$7 


Route Designation Map 


LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (CGiesed) (Limited) (Undesieneted) 


2. ROUTE NUMBERS: H  §S - 3 5 5 
RMA Code Number 
_H Ss - 3 5 _8 «Partial 
—_ i. ut * 3 6 2 Partial 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): _Cross Roads _ 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 

(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(6) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant 
disruption of wildlife habitat. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated areas, 
taking into account noise and other factors. 

(@) Areas and trails shall not be located in official designated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer 
determines that off-road vehicle use will not adversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such areas are established. 


5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Giesed) (Limited) 


If Limited, explain: These routes are limited to vehicles less than 40" in 
width. 


6. BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (a) (b) (e) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 


Route HS-362 is limited outs 
Gibraltar Mountain Wilderness. 
' (continue on reverse) 
j Cc - “? ” 
8. RECOMMENDED a MM = 2 fife COs 
ta Date 


Date 


5 ewane amor mL Lauall Claret a falar 


Field Manager 


¥7 


Route Designation Map 
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LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (Open) (CGiesed) (Limited) (Umdesteneted) 


2. ROUTE WUMBERS: EH  S§ - 3. CC s Partial 
RMA Code Number 
elite eatie * aul 4 2 
_B § - 3 4 Thru _™[  §§ - 4 4 5 
cade axle * ante eal 2 
aulite edie * anil = | 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): _Cross Roads 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 

(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(>) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize herasement of wildlife or significant 
disruption of wildlife habitat. Specia. attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populeted areas. 
taking into account noise and other factors 

(4) Areas and trails shall not be located in official designated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer 
Getermines that off-road vehicle use will not adversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other valves for which such areas are established. 


5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Gieeed) (Limited) 


If Limited, explain: These routes are Jimited to vehicles less than 40" in 
width. 


6. BASED OW 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (a) (b) (e) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: _ These 


(continue on reverse) 
2 


3/7 a/ 
Dat 


Date 


Date 


Field Manager Da 


q| 


Route Designation Map 
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LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Giesed) Limited) (GUndesteneted) 


2. ROUTE WUMBERS: Fet s - 3 2 i Partial 
RMA Code Number 
—i. ff ~ —i a. __£ 
it Ss - 3 3 3 Partial 
—i _f ~- i  _—— | 
_H. ._¥§_§ - i + 2 Thru _8  _£§ - 3 + i 
mite cutie © endl 5s 32 
mulihico cule © autie aulie aude 
antite euiiie © «anlie aullle cade 
a_i _f.- 4. 82 —§ Partial 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S) : _fxross Boads 


4. DESIGHATION CRITERIA -~- 4) CPR 8342.) 

(a) Areas and treils shell be located to minimize Gamege to soil. wetershed, vegetation. air, 
or other resources of the public lends. and to prevent ispeirment of wilderness 
suitability 

(>) Apress and treilse shell be loceted to minimize heresement of wildlife of significant 
Gisruption of wildlife habitet Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened especies and their habitete 

(c) Areas and trails shell be loceted to minmimisce conflicts between off-roed vehicle wee and 
other existing or proposed recrestional wees of the seme or neighboring public lends. and 
to ensure the competibility of such uses with existing conditions in populeted areas. 
teking into sccount noise and other fectors 

(6) Areas and treile shell not be loceted in official Gesiqneted wilderness areas oF primitive 
areas. Areee and treile shell be loceted in neturel areas only if the euthorized officer 
Getermines thet off-roed vehicle wee will not sé@versely affect their netural, esthetic, 
scenic, OF Other values for which fech erees are established 

5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Gheeed) (bemteed) 
If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED OW 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (B®) (c) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: Some of these soules cross onto State Trust Lands 


(continue on reverse) 


< 


enn 


_ Route Designation fe 


LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE 2OUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Giewed) Limited) (Undesteneted) 


2. ROUTE WUERS: 8 § - 2. 2 24 Thru _8. .¥£. ~- a 2 Z 
RMA Code Wumbe r 


axle axle ° auf aus aut SEB cals calle ° calle aul cole 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): Cross Bosds 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 4) CPR 8342.) 

(e) <Arees and trails shell be loceted to minimize Semeqe to soil. watershed, vegetation. air, 
of other resources of the public ienés. and to prevent iepeireent of wilderness 
suitability 

(>) Areas and treile shell be locetedé to sinimizce hearesement of wildlife or significant 
Gieruption of wildlife habitet Special settenmtion shall be given to protect endangered or 
threetened species and their hebitete 

(c) Areas and treile ehell be leceted to minimire conflicts between off-road vehicle wee and 
other existing or proposed recrestions) wees of the seme of neighboring public lends, and 
te ensure the competibility of such uses with existing conditions in populeted ereas, 
taking inte eccount noise and other factors 

‘¢) Areas and treile shell not be lLoceted in official Gesigqneted wilderness areas of primitive 
erese. Areas and treiise shell be loceted in netwurel ereas only if the euthorieed officer 
Getermines that off-roed vehicle wee will not e@versely effect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, oF other values for which such eress are eetebl iehed 

5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Gheeed) (hemeeed) 
If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED OM 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (‘@) (B®) (c) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPYBCIFIC RATIONAL: Boule HS-100 crosses on and off State Trust Lands 
where a permit for vehicle use is soguired. 


: (continue on reverse) 
7”) ee 
8. RECOMMENDED L_~W 
Date 


Date 


Dat 


Field Manager 


S 


ah | » — 


~ 


Route Designation Map 
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he 


2. ROUTE NUMBERS: 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): _Cross Roads 


LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


AREA DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Ctesed) (Limited) (Umdesienated) 


H $ - 2 ._8 9 £«Thru H § - 2 _3 , 
RMA Code Number 

H § - 3 ¢] 1 Thru H s - 3 0 5 
_H. $ - 3 0 6 Partial 

H §_ - 3 Q 7 Thru H § - 3 1 2 
a §_- 3 1 + Thru H  §§ - 3 1 5 
a ase * aa i 2 

‘ Thru ‘ 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342 1 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant 
disruption of wildlife habitat. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated areas, 
taking into account noise and other factors. 

Areas and trails shall not be located in official designated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer 
determines that off-road vehicle use will not adversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such areas are established. 


RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Gtesed) (Limited) 


If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (B) (c) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: Route HS-290 and HS-291 cross on and off private 


the HS-306 complex are limited to vehicles less than 40" in width. 


9. DECISION APPROVED BY: 


(continue on reverse) 


Field Manager e 


7’) 


Route Designation Map 


LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (Open) (CGiesed) (Limited) (Undesienated) 
2. ROUTE NUMBERS: H s - 3 0 é Partial 


RMA Code Number 
aalitn cntite * 3 2 0 


Eb 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): _Cross Roads _ 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CPR 8342.1 

(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant 
disruption of wildlife habitat. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

(c) Areas end trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated areas, 
taking into account noise and other factors. 

(4) Areas and trails shall not be located in official designated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer 
determines that off-road vehicle use will not adversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other valves for which such areas are established. 


S. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Chesed) (Limited) 
If Limited, explain: These routes are limited to vehicles less than 40" in 
width. 


6. BASED ON 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (a) (B) (e) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: _ These routes or portions of routes were too narrow 


necessary. : 
within the larger group of routes of the same route number. 


(continue on reverse) 


LF afro / 


Date 


Date 


Date 


Route Designation Map 


LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Ciersed) (Limited) (Undesteneted) 


2. ROUTE NUMBERS: a 8 - 2 2 4 
RMA Code Number 
Hs - 3 2. _§ Partial 
- Thru - 
- Thru ° 
- Thru - 
- Thru - 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): _Cross Roads 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CPR 8342.1 

(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant 
disruption of wildlife habitat. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated areas, 
taking into account noise and other factors. 

(@) Areas and trails shall not be located in official designated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer 
Getermines that off-road vehicle use will not adversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such areas are established. 


5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Giesed) (Limited) 


If Limited, explain: These routes are limited to vehicles less than 40" in 
width. 


6. BASED ON 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (a) (Bb) (e) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 


Limited to less than 40" width and open. 
i] (continue on reverse) 

8. RECOMMENDED LUA 2f2/201 
Date 
Date 
Date 

9. DECISION APPROVED BY: 

Field Manager ° 


/b| 
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Route Designation Map 


LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Ciesed) (Limited) (Undestieneted) 


2. ROUTE NUMBERS: H S$ - 3 2 Ss Partial 
RMA Code Number 


pG555 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): Cross Roads 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CPR 8342.1 

(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of w.idlife or significant 
disruption of wildlife habitat. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated areas, 
taking into account noise and other factors. 

(4) Areas and trails shall not be located in official designated wilderness areas or prinitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer 
Getermines that off-road vehicle use will not adversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such areas are established. 


5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (G@pen) (Closed) (bimtted) 
If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED ON 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (a) ib) (e) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: This route is located on os near sensitive 
resources. The terminal end of this route is closed. 


(continue on reverse) 
Oe 


8. RECOMMENDED . a" sh Los 


7 Nay 3) 


Date 


Field Manager 


/03 


Route Desi gnation Map 
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LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Giesed) (Limited) (Undesteneted) 


2. ROUTE WOMBERS: HH Ss - 3 2 2 Thru _B § -_3 2 3 
RMA Code Number 
alain ° atmatpatmn BG 
aie ale * axthe actin cole U8 callie alle ° ad tie aul 
enlie cule ° cutie andl Z 
- Thru . 
° Thru ° 
- Thru - 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): _Srxoss Roads 


4. DESIGMATION CRITERIA - 43 CPR 8342.) 

(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize Gamage to soil, watershed, vegetation, sir, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(>) Areas and trails shall be iocated to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant 
disruption of wildlife habitet. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their ha>itets. 

(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-roed vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such ures with existing conditions in populated areas, 
taking into eccount noise and other factors. 

(4) Areas and trails shall not be located in official Gesignated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the suthorized officer 
determines that off-roed vehicle wee will not sdéversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such areas are established. 

5S. RECOMMENDATION ~- PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Gieeed) (himieed) 
If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED OW 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): @) (®) (c) (@) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIOWAL: Roule HS-325 18 mostiy open. howevex the terminal 


Route HS-337 
aleo crosses onto private Jang. 
( (continue on reverse) 
8. RECOMMENDED IM Mae Lelio] 
Date 
Date 


Date 


Route Designation Map 
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LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGHATION: (Gpen) (Giewed) (Limited) (Gedeeteneted) 


2. ROUTE WOMBERS: BF § - Zz 4 3. 

RMA Code Number 
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3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): Cross Boads _ 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 4) CPR 8342.) 

(e) Areas and treile shall be loceted to minimise Gamege to soll, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lends, and to prevent ispeirwent of wilderness 
suitability 

(>) Areas and treile shall be loceted to minimize heresenent of wildlife or significant 
Gisruption of wildlife habitet Special settention shall se given te protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitetes 

(c) Areas and treile shell be loceted to minimize conflicts between off-roed vehicle wee and 
other existing or proposed recrestionsal wees of the same or neighboring public lends, and 
to ensure the competibility of such wees with existing conditions in populeted areas, 
taking inte eccount noise and other fectors 

(¢) Areas and treile shell not be loceted in official Gesigqneted wilderness areas oF prinitive 
areas. Areas and treile shall be loceted in netural areas only if the suthoriged officer 
Getermines thet off-roed vehicle wee will not sd@versely effect their netureal, eethetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such ereses are established 

5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Gieeed) (himteed) 
If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED OW 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (b) (c) (@) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: Boule HS-25) 16 mostly open. however the termina) 
end is Jimited to vehicles less than 40° in width. 


(continue on reverse) 
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LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: Gpenm) Gieeed) (Limited) Undestreneted) 


2. ROUTE WUMERS: FB  § - 2 5% 3 Partial 
Number 


1113 
IIL 
nil 
FEEL 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): _oxoes Boads 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA ~- 4) CPR 8342.) 

(e) Arees end treile shall be loceted to sinimize Gemege to soil, weterehed,. vegetation. sir, 
or other resources of the public iends, end to prevent ispeirvent of wilderness 
suitability 

(>) Areas and treile shell be loceted to sinimire heresement of wildlife of significant 
Gisruption of wildlife habitet Special attention shell be given te pretect endangered or 
threstened species and their habitete 

(c) Areas and treile shell be loceted to minimize conflicts between off-roed vehicle wee and 
other existing or proposed recrestions) wees of the same of neighboring public lends. and 
te ensure the competibility of such uses with existing conditions in popwleted areas, 
taking into eccownt noise and other fectors 

(¢) Areas and treile shell not be loceted in official Gesiqneted wi léermece areas of primitive 
areas. Areas and treile shell be loceted in neture) areas only if the authorized officer 
Getermines that off-roed vehicle wee will set séversely affect their neturel, esthetic, 
scenic, of other velwes for which such areas are established 


5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Giewed) (Limited) 


If Limited, explain: This soube is dimited to vehicles jess than 40° ip 
width. 


6. BASED OW 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (a) (B) (@) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 


(continue on reverse) 


8. RECOMMENDED BY: : athe: 
Date 
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LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (Open) (Ctesed) (Limited) (Undesignated) 


2. ROUTE NUMBERS: HH ey eS |S FO OU ee CS 
RMA Code Number 


pSaEEE 


3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): _Cross Roads 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CPR 8342.1 

(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant 
disruption of wildlife habitat. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated areas, 
taking into account noise and other factors. 

(4d) Areas and trails shall not be located in official designated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer 
determines that off-road vehicle use will not adversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such areas are established. 

5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Giesed) (Limited) 
If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (B) (c) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 


(cgmtinue on reverse) 


8. RECOMMENDED BY: 4A af fw) 
Date 
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LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Giesed) (Limited) (Undesteneted) 
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3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S) : Cross Roads 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CPR 8342.1 

(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(>) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harasement of wildlife or significant 
disruption of wildlife habitat. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lends and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated areas, 
taking into account noise and other factors. 

(4) Areas and trails shall not be located in official designated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer 
Getermines that off-road vehicle wee will not adversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such areas are established. 


5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Giesed) (himited) 
If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED OW 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (B) (c) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: Routes He-270, HS-272 and HS-278 cross on to private 


(continue on reverse) 
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VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: (Open) (Giesed) (Limited) (Undestqneted) 
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3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): Cross Roads 


4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 4) CPR $342.) 

(‘e) Areas and treile shall be loceted to minimise Gamage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent ispeirment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(>) Areas and treilse shall be loceted to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant 
Gisruption of wildlife habitet. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitets. 

(c) Areas and treile shell be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated areas, 
taking into eccount noise and other factors. 

(¢) Areas and treile shell not be located in official Gesigqnated wilderness areas or primitive 
erees. Areas and trails shell be located in natural areas only if the suthorised officer 
Getermines that off-roed vehicle wee will not ed@wersely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other valves for which such areas are established. 


5. RECOMMENDATION ~- PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Open) (Giesed) (héméeed) 
If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED OW 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (@) (B) ic) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: Roules HS-245 and HS-24) cross into Buckskin 


(continue on reverse) 
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LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGHATION: (Gpen) (Giesed) (Limited) (Undesteneted) 


2. ROUTE NUMBERS: 42 § - 2 4. s 
RMA Code Number 


cule eelie ° eale cnn cate ~GRERGE 


(a) Areas and trails shell be located to minimize Gamage to soil, watershed, vegetation, «air, 
or other resources of the public lands, and to prevent ispeirment of wilderness 
suitability. 

(>) Areas and trails shall be located to minimise harassment of wildlife or significant 
Gisruption of wildlife habitet. Special attention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threatened species and their habitete. 

(c) Areas and treile shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-roed vehicle use and 
other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or neighboring public lends, and 
to ensure the compatibility of such wees with existing conditions in populeted areas, 
taking inte eccount noise and other factors. 

(@) Areas and trails shall not be loceted in official Gesignated wilderness areas or primitive 
areas. Areas and trails shall be loceted in naturel areas only if the suthorized officer 
Getermines that off-roed vehicle wee will not adversely affect their natural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other valves for which such sreas are established. 


5S. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGHATION: (Gpen) (Closed) (héméeed) 
If Limited, explain: 


6. BASED OW 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): (a) (B) (e) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: Routes HS-S9k and HS-60% are closed to vehicle use 
HS-246 i126 located on oc near sensitive resources. 


(continue on reverse) 
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LAKE HAVASU FIELD OFFICE 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGHATION: (G@pen) (Giesed) (Limited) (Undeetqneted) 


2. ROUTE WUMBERS: BS -_ 3  § _§ 
RMA Code Number 
di cies ° axe ante enle 
in aim © esis enlie aude 
dies cites © ails cele aalle 
ihm din ° etn ain dain Gea 
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3. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP(S): ##_Bobs Wel) 
~xoss Roads 
Black Peak 


4. DESIGHATION CRITERIA - 4) CPR $342.) 

(‘e) Areas and treile shell be lLoceted to Sinimice Genege to soll, watershed, vegetation, sir, 
or other resources of the public lends, end to prevent impeirwent of wilderness 
suitebility. 

(>) Arees end treile shell be loceted to minimice heresement of wildlife or significant 
Gieruption of wildlife habitet. Special ettention shall be given to protect endangered or 
threstened species and their habitete. 

(c) Areas end treile shell be loceted to minimise conflicts between off-roed wehicle wee and 
other existing or proposed recrestions) wees of the same or neighboring public lands, and 
te ensure the competibility of such uses with existing conditions in populeted eress, 
taking inte eccount noise end other fectors. 

‘¢) Arees end treile ehell not be loceted in official Gesiqneted wilderness areas oF primitive 
erees. Areas and treile ehell be loceted in netureal areas only if the euthoriced officer 
Getermines thet off-roed wehicle wee will not se@versely offect their netural, esthetic, 
scenic, or other values for which such erees are established. 


5. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: (Gpen) (Giewed) (Limited) 


if Limited, explain: These routes are limited to administrative use by BM 
and the BOW bolder. No public vehicle access is permitted. 


6. BASED OW 6342.1 CRITERIA (CRITERION): i@) (b) (e) (4) 


7. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: _ These roules are limited to administrative use by 
bli and the ROW 
HS-458 i9 closed. 


(continue on reverse) 
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GIBRALTAR MOUNTAIN 


ENVIRONMENTAL 


ASSESSMENT 
EA-AZ-070-2000-0043 


INTRODUCTION 


Background 


Background information and an area descmpuon. 
including location, access. gencral management, and 
resource descnipoons. 1s provided in Part | and II of the 


A set of actions has been proposed to meet manage- 
ment objectives for the foreseeable future of the plan- 
ning areca. The management objectives and proposed 
actions comply with the legal mandates. agreements. 
and agency policies listed in the Purpose and Legal 
Guidance section of the plan. 


Conformance to Land Use Plans 


The Gibraltar Mountain Interdisciplinary Manage. 
ment Plan was developed to provide management gurd- 


(1987, as amended), and under guidance of the Yuma 
Distnct Wilderness Environmental Impact Statement 
(1989) and the Anzona BLM Interdisciplinary Resource 
Management Handbook (1995). The potential impacts 
of proposed actions and management alternatives that 
were considered in the plan are analyzed in this environ- 
mental assessment 


DESCRIPTION OF THE 


PROPOSED ACTION AND 
ALTERNATIVES 


Proposed Action 


The proposed action 1s to adopt and implement the 
Gibraltar Mountain Interdisciplinary Management Plan 
In general, the proposed action would accomplish the 
following. 

- increase knowledge of and maintain biological 

while managing resources to ensure rangeland health: 


- enhance values of naturalness, outstanding opportu. 


special features mm wilderness porbons of the plan- 
ming afca 

- provide a broad spectrum of recreatonal opportum- 
resource conflacts. 

- Mprove protection measures to prevent further loss 
of information, educational and socio- cultural val- 
ues and ensure the proper and best use of cultural 
resources. 


Proposed management actons are listed below: 


Maintain Biological Diversity 

1. AGFD and BLM will maintain all wildlife water 
developments im the planning area as perennial. 
rehable water sources, except Goat Spring 
further study. AGFD and BLM will conduct future 
repai and maimtenance activities to improve water 
of the structures. 
By the end of fiscal year (FY) 2001, in coordination 
the redevelopment of the Red Cliff (Hwy 95) and the 
maantenance of the Buckskin Tunne! wildlife water 
catchments. 


2. By FY 2002, complete a proper functioning condi- 
tion evaluation for Lentic Ripanan-Wetland Areas 
at Goat Spring and evaluate the potential for rede- 
velopment. Implement improvements as pnontes 
and funding allow. Explore the option to remove 
native riparian species by FY 2005. 

3. Continue to enforce a year-round vehicle route 
closure in Giers Wash from Highway 95 to The 
Jumpoff to mamta sheep habitat values. Maintain 
the gate at Jumpoff and the fencing and gate at 
Highway 95. improve as necessary to prevent unav- 
thon zed vehicle use. Post the area as closed to motor 
vehicle use at the fence along Highway 95, at the 
BLM boundary in Giers Wash near Goat Spring, 
and at the Jumpoff gate. 


4. Continue seasonal vehicle route closures for 


grounds from January | to June 3. Post and 
maintain seasonal closure signs as needed Install 
traffic counters to monitor comphance. If comph- 
ance is not achieved, then BLM and AGFD will 
evaluate options for barners. 


5. Post and maintain signs near AGFD catchment 629 


stating. “Locked gate ahead 2 miles” 


6. BLM will coordinate with AGFD for assistance in 
enforcing OHV regulations 


GIBRALTAR MOUNTAIN 


7. AGPD and BLM would seck a conservation casement 


for private and state land at T. 11 NR. 
18 W.. Section 27, for administrative access. The 
Giers Wash. 


8. Pursue options to acquire pv ate lands within pnonty 


12. 


‘Adige bat 
If during monitoring of sheep populations it is 
determined that the sheep herd 1s no longer sustain- 
able, AGFD and BLM will coordinate to implement 
sheep transplants to promote population viability. 
The use of helicopters and fixed wing aircraft will be 
allowed for transplants and monitonng 

If during monitoring of sheep populations it is 
determined there 1s a population surplus for trans- 
plants, AGFD and BLM will coordinate capture 
efforts. The use of helicopters will be allowed for 


Capture operations. 


All mines will be surveyed to identify bat use and to 
constructive closures are proposed, BLM will coor- 
dinate with the AGFD to develop alternatives to 
prevent entrapment and minimize impacts to bats. 


Ideniify all significant bat roost sites in the pianning 
area by the end FY 2003. Develop a monstoring plan 
to monator the significant bat roost sites and evaluate 
the use of bat grates. Roost sites, such as hibernating 
sites and maternity roost sites, need to be protected. 
Many of the bat species have been identified as 
sensitive species. BLM policy is to manage sensi- 
tive species as if they are a listed species. 


13. By the end of FY 2004. develop an information flyer 


14. 


explaining how to protect desert tortoise and its 
habutat, post on all information kiosks/bulletin boards 
and include in stipulations of every special recre- 
ation permit. 

By the end of FY 2005, conduct a desert tortoise 
imventory in Giers Wash and on the Mesa. 


15. Grazing on the Ganado Allotment will continue the 


use of the next best pasture grazing system devel- 
oped in the 1982 Cooperative Grazing Management 
System as modified through the Ganado Allotment 
Evaluation. Utilization will he monitored so as not 
to exceed 50% on big galleta (Hilaria rigida) and 
45% on shrubs at Key Areas #! and #2. As utiliza- 
von approaches these limuets cattle will be moved to 
a different water development if conditions permit 
or be removed from the allotment 


During routine field visets by resource specialists, 
monitor for the presence of burros. establishment of 
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17. 


sah cedar, and any exotic species, remove as needed. 
The use of hertacides will be permitied in accor- 
dance with provisions of the Final Environmental 
impact Statement for Vegetavon Treatment on BLM 
Lands in Thirteen Western States, 1991. Hand 


apphcanon of herbicides will be permatied within 
wilderness. 


Fires that exceed or are expected to exceed a § chain 
per hour rate of spread i the planning area will be 
suppressed. Within wilderness the following will 
apply Minimum impact suppression tactics wll be 
used; reported fires will monitored by air with 
minimum altstudes of 1000 feet above ground level. 
or by foot access; nonmotorized hand tools for 
tion of disturbances caused by suppression activi- 
ties in accordance with BLM Manual 8560 35 will 
be completed before suppression forces are released. 


Preserve Wilderness Valucs 


Al a minimum, the Wilderness Park Ranger will 
conduct monthly wilderness patrols to install and 
mainiain boundary signs. information displays. and 
traffic counters, as needed. By the end of 2001, 
develop a wilderness brochure and educational 
materials about “Leave No Trace“and “Tread 
Lightly '” visitor ethics for the information displays 
and the BLM public room. 


2. No recreational facilities, including trails, will be 


constructed within the wilderness. Any signing or 
information needed to manage the arca will be 
located outside the wilderness. Campfire rings 
discovered during wilderness patrols will be re- 
moved and the area rehabilitated. 


3. Law Enforcement Rangers will conduct, at a mini- 


mum, monthiy wilderness patrols. In areas along 
problems may develop, the first course of action will 
be to increase patrols and signing along the wilder- 
ness boundary If increased patrols and signing are 
not effective mm ending the illegal entry problem, an 
increased law enforcement effort will be required. If 
the problem persists, physical barners will be placed 
at the wilderness boundary as a resource protection 
measure. Posts and cable will be the preferred type 
of barner. 

All administrative wilderness flights will be con- 
ducted as indicated on Table 5. The anticipated uses 
of motonzed vehicles and mechanized equipment 
are determined to be the minimum tool for the listed 
nzed of provided for. 


GIBRALTAR MOUNTAIN 


S$. Regaire conformance with BLM standards for range 


developments at the Red Hill Well Sy the end of FY 
2001. Permitice will be required to choose one of 
the cxistamg wells, the other will be abandoned in 
The well selected by the permitice will cither be 
cased and capped. abandoned, or cooperatively re- 
located. Abandoned wellis) will be scaled af 
ground level and restored to natural appearance. 
The use of motorized vehicles and mechanized 
equipmemt will be authonzed for an initial 10-day 
penod. Vehicles will only be used on histoncs!ly 
used access routes. 

. Prior to grazing use in the Red Hill area. the Fichd 
and use of motorized or mechanized equipmem 
needed to mutially redevelop and then operate and 
and pipeline imstallation. Water will be piped to 
Operations and use of the site will require use of a 
portable generator to water from the well to 
the facilives. Vehicles will only be used on histon- 


Provide 0 wilderness advisor to facilitate these ac- 
uvities. 


8 Allow natural rehabilitation of surface disturbances 


in wilderness, in general. to continue. Some of the 
impacts will be further rehabbed as follows. 


- Evaluate the current condition of impacts 1-1, 2. 4, 
and $. Determine if additional rehab is necessary 
Utilize hand tools to reduce berms. and use permeon 
to reduced visual contrast of disturbance Remove 
non-histonc trash and debns 

- Remove the ren.asning large preces of aircraft wreck - 
age at |-3 useng a heavy lift hehoopter and shingloads 
No hehcopter landing within the wilderness will be 
permitted and flight ume over wilderness will be 
minimized. The crash site access route will be 
evaluated for additonal rehab work, if necessary. 
route will be partially reclamed to a pnmstive trail 


- Evaluate the current condition of impacts at 1-6, 
allow natural reclamation to contenuc, remove non. 
hustonc trash and debris 


- Evaluate the current conditions of the closed vetac be 
routes at 1-7, determine be .1 methads for toial recla- 
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manpon Utlize shon segments of post-and-cable 
to prevent further unauthonzed OHV usc. 


Provide Recreation Opportunities 


Over a five year period, evaluate safety hazards 
presented by abandoned mine features. dentify the 


Closure” (EA-AZ-070-99-27). Mine hazards along 


t+ proposed Adopt-a- Trails and Cienega Springs/ 
Sate * Mine Road will be addressed first. followed 


2. By end of FY 2001. complete a Cooperative Manage- 


mem Agreement (CMA) between Anzona State 
Parks, La Paz County, and the BLM for manage- 
ment of the Gray Eagle Mine and Red Mountain 
Adopt-A-Trails. Establish traffic counters to assist 
mn activites on the Red Mountain and 
Gray Eagle Trails by the end of FY 2002. 


3. By the end of FY 2003, cooperatively work with the 


CMA partners to: 


- mutigate mine hazards along the Adopt. A-Trails by 


utilizing the State OHV Grant. 


- cooperatively develop 


maternals and signing for the trails. 


- utilize the Parker 4- Wheelers under a group volun- 


teer agreement as the primary volunteer group re- 
sponsible for signing. road masntenance. and mom. 
tomng use along the Adopt a-trails 


4. The current OHV area designations (Table 6 and Map 


4) will be emplemented through increased signing. 
momtonng. enforcement. and route designations 
Changing the OHV area designations of open. lim 
ited. or closed would only be comudered and umple- 
mented if approved in the future through an amend 
ment to the Yuma RMP. No changes have been 
made to the Yurna RMP OHV area designations 


5. The OHV route inventory documented im this plan is 


a complete inventory of all existeng roads and trarls 
in the planning area as required by the Yurna RMP 
All routes are identified with a route number which 
will be used for identification purposes on the up 
dated OHV Access Guide and sgning posted on all 
major rowtes Vehicle rowte lemitatioms comsistent 
with the Yuma RMP OHV designation: will be 
mmplemented through signing and, if necessary. 
barners Potential resource conflicts were comsd- 
ered and a desugnation of the OHV routes as open. 
Closed. or lumited 1s recommended ( Appendia G) 


GIBRALTAR MOUNTAIN 


Table 7 shows the mules and percentages of rowles mn 
these Calegones 

6. Condact penadic field invemtiones of OHV routes to 
begin at the Roo Vista Mane. Shea Road Pu. and the 
areas. New routes will be signed as closed and 
rchatulstated to the cxient necessary to mstagate the 
wapact. Barriers will be installed if signing and 
rchatilstaton measures are not successful: 

7. Revise the Cactus Plain-Arizona Access Guide as 
necessary to provide visstors with accurate informa- 
thon about responsible OHV use (Tread Lightly’), 
rowte identification. seasonal lmitatioms. ports of 
imterest. and safety om the desert 

&. By the end of FY 2001, develop and maintain 


9 Masntain all post and cable barners around the Shea 
Road Pu and Parker 400 course. Sign all access 
pownts to the Shea Road Pit as “limited to existing 
roads and trails” No addtional facilines are planned 
at this tome 


10. By the end of FY 2001, post “14-day camp stay 
limit,” “Pack -it-in Pack-it-out,” and “No 
sagns mn Carmpeng area. along Shea Road and Cienega 
Sprnngw Nelhe Minc Road 
Rationale: No additional facilites for diepersed 
camping are planned: 

11. Develop a Volunteer Program for resource monitor. 


ing and sste/suign/facilities/trails mammtenance to re 
duce resource mmpacts and use conflicts. 


12. The BLM will cooperate with La Paz County and the 
State Land Department to manage OHV activities in 
the Dune area and evaluate the development of 
addiponal OHV opportunites 

13. Evaluate the portion of Shea Road within the 

area as part of a National Back Country 
by FY 2006. 


140 Special recreation permets will include stepulatioms 
ing the wilderness. wildlife. cultural recreation. and 
other resources i the planning area 


1S. By the end of FY 2003, BLM will acquire legal 
public access to existing routes that crows private 
and State lands. including Cienega Springs/Nelhe 
Mune Road and the Adopt a Trails 


Protect and Ensure Proper Use of Cultural 
Resources 


1. Previews Yuma RMP allocations of specific cultural 
properties to the Conservation Use category are 
Changed to esther Scrcntific Use, Tradmonal Use. or 
dual allacaton. based on the pnonty management 
obyective 

2. All prehistoric cultural resources are allocated to 
Scentific Use, Tradsonal Use. or a dual allacatson. 


based on the pnonty management objective. 

3. All pretustonc cultural propernes would be mter- 
sates would be allocated to public use through this 
plan 


4 All hestenc cultural resources are allocated to esther 
Scientific Use, Public Use. or dual allocation cat- 


ret 


5. During the life of the plan conduct field visits with 
members of lacal tribes to archaeological sites mn the 
planning area. Frequency of ficld visits will be 
dependent on both thew mterest im previously re- 
corded sites and im newly discovered locations. 
Field visets will be at least annual beginning in FY 
2001. Share existing and newly discovered site 
information with them museums or cultural program 
staff at a minimum of once a year. Consult with 
tribal members and cultural staff to develop appro- 
prnate m nitonng. mitigation measures. of develop 
research designs on a case-by-case basis. 

6 Develop imterpretive matenals appropnate to the 
mmtended audiences on the umportance of all cultural 
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and conduct orientation field trips with personnel 
that will be responsible for monitoring (LHFO law 
enforcement, members of the Arizona Site Stewards 
Program, or other qualified volunteers) by the end of 
FY 2002. 


Alternative A - No Action 


Under the no action alternative, management direc- 
tion would be provided by general legal guidance listed 
in the Purpose and Legal Guidance section of the draft 
plan. No specific coordination would be proposed for: 
redevelopment of two wildlife waters in Gibraltar Moun- 
diversity by protecting wildlife habitat and taking ac- 
tions to minimize conflicts from public activities and 
other resource uses; rehabilitation of existing distur- 
bances and enhancement of wilderness values; provid- 
ing additional recreation opportunities while mitigating 
safety hazards and preventing illegal off-road vehicle 
use; revising cultural use allocations; providing public 
information sites and materials to provide for the protec- 
tion and promote proper use of the areas resources and 


Alternatives Considered but Eliminated 
from Detailed Analysis 


Several alternatives to the proposed redevelopment/ 
maintenance of the Red Cliff and Tunnel wildlife water 
catchments were considered but rejected. An alternative 
to remove the developments from Wilderness and rehab 
the sites was considered but rejected since Agency 
wildlife biologists considered the catchments mitigation 
for human impacts and vital for wildlife management of 
the bighorn sheep herd residing in the Gibraltar Moun- 
tain Wilderness. Alternative sites located outside the 
wilderness boundary were considered but rejected due 
to an increased distance from lambing grounds and 
decreased distance to the popular OHV recreation and 
target shooting areas. Several alternative construction 
techniques were considered at the Red Cliff site. Re- 
placement of the existing water storage tanks was re- 
jected since it did not reduce visual impacts. Complete 
burial of the storage tank was considered unlikely due to 
the rocky site conditions. The replacement of a single 
fill pipe at the Tunnel catchment was determined to be 
inadequate to maintain a reliable water supply. 


AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


A description of the affected environment can be 
found in the Background Information and Area Descrip- 
tion sections of the Gibraltar Mountain Interdisciplinary 
Management Plan. 


ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSEQUENCES 


The followin; critical elements have been analyzed 
and would not be adversely affected by the proposed 
action and alternatives: 

|. Air Quality 

2. Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 
3. Cultural Resources 
4. Environmental Justice 
5. Prime or Unique Farmlands 
6. Floodplains 
7. Native American Religious Concerns 
8. Threatened or Endangered Species 
9. Solid or Hazardous Wastes 


10. Water Quality 
11. Wetlands or Riparian Zones 


12. Wild and Scenic Rivers 


Impacts of the Proposed Action 
Biological Resources 

Opposing views exist concerning the impacts of main- 
taining the wildlife catchments and quantitative re- 
search is inconclusive. It is the observation and profes- 
sional opinion of the BLM Wildlife Biologist and the 
AGFD personnel identified in Appendix D that the 
maintenance of catchments is vital to the management of 
bighorn sheep and will benefit other wildlife species as 
well. Others cite studies suggesting that the wildlife 
water developments are not critical for sheep popula- 
tions and may actually be detrimental to the sheep by 
increasing predator populations. BLM recognizes that 
quantitative research related to the effectiveness and 
need for artificial waters is inconclusive (The Center for 
the Study of Law, Science and Technology, Arizona 
State University 1998). 

Preventing the establishment of exotic species and 
unauthorized use of OHVs would limit adverse impacts 
to native plant communities and wildlife populations. 
Bat habitat would be protected. 

In the event that fire suppression activities are re- 
quired, resulting disturbances would be rehabilitated. 


Wilderness Resources 


Wilderness values would be maintained and enhanced 
for the foreseeable future under provisions of the pro- 
posed action. Educational displays would be located 
outside the wilderness. Promoting “Leave No Trace” 
and “Tread Lightly” land use ethics within the planning 
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area would assist in preventing new visitor use impacts 
to natural values and would protect cultural resources. 

There would be short-term impacts to solitude from 
wilderness patrols and other monitoring activities that 
would be offset by the long-term benefits of enhancing 
and maintaining wilderness values and opportunities for 


vicinity of existing disturbances for the duration of each 
project and would ultimately result in the long-term 
enhancement of natural values. Opportunities for un- 
confined primitive recreation would continue and im- 
prove as the rehabilitation of existing surface distur- 
bances occurs. 

Temporary impacts to solitude and wilderness values 
from low level aircraft operations would be limited to no 
more than one day every other year for bighorn sheep 
surveys. Temporary impacts from wildlife management 
activities would be offset by long-term improvement in 
maintenance of dependable year round water sources. 

The wilderness values of naturalness and opportuni- 
ties for solitude and primitive recreation would be tem- 
porarily impaired or diminished by the presence or 
sound of motorized/mechanized equipment in wilder- 
Wilderness users in the immediate area of work would 
experience the sight and sound of motorized/mecha- 
nized tools, a helicopter, possibly explosives, and a 
group of volunteers, perhaps as large as 40 individuals, 
interfere with the visitor's perception and expectation of 
a landscape free of human activity and the natural quiet 
expected in wilderness. Recreational use of the wilder- 
ness in general and in the particular area of the develop- 
ments, however, is expected to be very low and there- 
fore affect a very minimum number of individuals. 


The presence of the existing water developments is a 
long-term impact to naturalness which can be mitigated 
by the use of camouflage techniques and the need to 
wilderness. The proposed action would effectively 
reduce the long- term impacts to naturalness of the 
existing projects by reducing the overall size of the 
above- ground structure at Red Cliff catchment, by more 
lection dams at both projects, and by removing excess 
materials currently stored at the Tunnel catchment site. 


term impacts to wilderness values, it is anticipated that 
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it will reduce the need for continued, intermittent motor- 


Liane ondienlihaahnthnantichented sali 
to wilderness values caused by the construction activi- 
ties. 
Visual Resources 

The wilderness is a Visual Resources Management 
Class | area. The Class I Objective is to preserve the 
existing character of the landscape. This class provides 
for natural ecological changes: however, it does not 
preclude very limited management activity. The level of 
change to the characteristic landscape should be very 
low and must not attract attention. 


1. Buckskin Tunnel 

Maintenance activities at the Buckskin Tunnel will not 
change the existing character of the landscape. The 
existing facility was designed to blend with topographic 


point 
effectively match the color of the surrounding rock. The 
fill pipes will be screened behind rocks and vegetation, 
and buried when possible. Exposed sections of pipe will 
also be covered with paint and stucco to match the color 
of the surrounding rock. Overall visual impacts will be 
reduced from the existing condition. 


2. Red Cliff Catchment 

tions. The overall size and shape of the water storage 
tank will be significantly reduced ( height reduced from 
5.5 ft. to less than 3 ft.), particularly the more it is 
around the tank and the use of paint and stucco will 
further reduce the degree of contrast between the struc- 
ture and the form, line, and texture of existing site. The 
fill pipe will be run along the hillside using existing 
rocks and natural material to blend into the topography 
and will be a significant improvement over the existing 
fill pipe and concrete block support structures which 
will be removed. 


Recreation Opportunities 


Generally would be improved and expanded. The 
Adopt-a-Trail proposals would be implemented to en- 
sure public safety, increase public education, and protect 
the trails. OHV management would wunprove and re- 
source damage would be reduced with increased sign- 


ing, monitoring, enforcement, and route designations. 
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Cultural Resources 


Proper use of cultural properties would be ensured, 
consultation and coordination would be improved, pub- 
lic education and appreciation of cultural resources 
would be increased. 


Impacts of Alternative A - No Action 
Current conditions and opportunities would be main- 
tained under Alternative A. With this alternative, exist- 
ing laws, regulations, and policies would be followed 
without an integrated management strategy. 
Wildlife waters would not be redeveloped and habitat 
protection measures would not be implemeracd. 


There would be no temporary impacts to opportuni- 
tion projects. In the long term, there would be a lower 
quality of naturalness due to the continuing presence of 
existing human disturbances. The iack of site displays 


would be likely if there were unrestricted 
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Mitigation 


Mitigation measures specific to the Gibraltar Moun- 
tain Wilderness are as follows: 


1. Schedule administrative actions for periods when 
there is the least potential for impacts to wilderness 
visitors such as during weekdays when visitor use is 
likely to be the lowest. 


2. Use the minimum tool or action to reasonably 
accomplish management objectives. 

3. Actively promote educational programs like “Leave 
No Trace” and “Tread Lightly’ land use ethics so 
that in the long term visitor use might occur with a 
munimum impact to wilderness values and resources 
with a minimum need for management restrictions. 


4. The following stipulations are incorporated in the 
proposed action to mitigate impacts specifically 


A mecting shall be held at least 15 days prior to 
constraction to finalize project logistics, to review the 
requirements and stipulations of the proposed action, 
and to identify and resolve any foreseeable problems. 
Both BLM and AGFD project coordinators shall ensure 
that all volunteers, employees, and contractors working 
on the project have been briefed and have read and 
understand all requirements and stipulations of the Pro- 
posed Action prior to departing for the work sites. 

All impacts from construction will be rehabbed and 
naturalized to the satisfaction of BLM personne! on-site. 
Disturbance to native perennial vegetation will be avoided 
whenever possible during the project. State protected 
plant species (¢.g. all cactus species, ocotillo, palo verde, 
mesquite, ironwood, and smoketree ) shall be avoided if 
mature palo verde trees and saguaro. Care will be taken 
not to harass or harm any wildlife. Any refueling, oil 
changes, or lubrication of vehicles or machinery will be 
done so in a manner as to prevent oil spills on the ground. 
Garbage, trash, and excess building materials will be 
transported off site and properly disposed of by the 
AGFD. 


To protect wilderness values, the use of helicopters 
will be restricted to the transportation of AGFD person- 
and excess materials and waste to be removed from the 
be of short duration and occur in areas not requiring the 
preparation or clearing of a landing zone. Project 
volunteers and BLM construction personne! will hike to 
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the two project sites. A self- contained portable toilet 
will be provided at both project sites. No camping or 
campfires will be authorized within the wilderness. 

Cultural Resources - Because of potential for surface 
and ground disturbance, any cultural and/or paleonto- 
logical resource (historic or prehistoric site or object) 
discovered by the holder, or any person working on his 
behalf, or: public or Federal land shall be immediately 
reported to the authorized officer. Holder shall suspend 
all operations in the immediate area of such discovery 
until written authorization to proceed is issued by the 
authorized officer. An evaluation of the discovery will 
be made by the authonzed office to determine appropn- 
ate actions to prevent the loss of si cultural or 
scientific values. The holder will be responsible for the 


cost of the evaluation and any decision as to proper 
mitigation measures will be made by the authorized 
officer after consulting with the holder. This stupulation 
1S pursuant to the National Histonc Preservation Act as 


implemented by 36CFR800.11. 


CONSULTATION AND 


COORDINATION 
public involvement can be found in Appendix D and 
Appendix E of the proposed Gibraltar Mountain Inter- 
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Finding of No Significant impact/Decision Record 
Gibraltar Mountain interdisciplinary Management Plan 


Environmental Assessment No. EA-AZ-070-2000-0043 
Case File AZA 25499 


Finding of No Significant impact: Based on the analysis of potential environmental 
impacts contained in EA-AZ-070-2000-0043, | have determined that impacts are not 
expected to be significant, therefore, an Environmental impact Statement is not required. 


Decision: It is my decision to approve the proposed action alternative which is to adopt 
and implement the Gibraltar Mountain interdisciplinary Management Pian (the Plan) per the 
changes to the draft plan as documented on the errata sheet. The Plan establishes 
management goals and objectives, management actions, an implementation schedule for 
the identified management actions, and mitigation and monitoring. for the planning area. 


in part, the Plan will maintain biological diversity by maintaining functional wildlife water 
developments, enforcing year-round vehicle closures of Giers Wash from Highway 95 to 
The Jumpoff, continuing seasonal vehicle closures of routes within bighorn sheep lambing 
grounds, surveying mines for use by bats, developing a monitoring pian of significant bat 
roost sites, and conducting a desert tortoise inventory in Giers Wash and on the Mesa. 


The Plan will preserve Wilderness values by conducting, at a minimum, monthly wilderness 
patrols by Law Enforcement Rangers and Park Rangers, by requiring conformance with 


BLM standards for range developments at Red Hill Well, by rehabilitating surface 
disturbances, and by developing a wilderness brochure and educational materials about 
Leave No Trace and Tread Lightly! Visitor ethics. 


The Pian will provide recreation opportunities while ensuring public safety and minimizing 
resource conflicts by mitigating mine safety hazards, completing a cooperative 
management agreement for the proposed OHV adopt-a-trails, recognizing the OHV route 
inventory documented in the plan as a complete inventory of all existing roads and trails in 
the planning area and implementing the recommended OHV route designations (Appendix 
Guten additional educational/informational materials, maintaining signs, barriers, 
and 


The Pian will protect and ensure proper use of cultural resources by adopting the specified 
cultural property use allocations, conducting field visits with members of the local tribes to 
share existing and newly discovered site information, developing interpretive materials, 
conducting condition assessment and emergency stabilization of historic structures, and 
monitoring identified sites. 
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Rationale for Decision: The environmental analysis considered all relevant information 
and incorporated substantial comments provided by the public. The pian is in 
conformance with the Yuma District Resource Management Plan, as amended (1987) and 
the Yuma District Wilderness Environmental impact Statement (1989). The decision 
conforms with the Yuma Resource Management Plan, as amended. 


The decision to implement the management action calling for the maintenance and 
redevelopment of wildlife water catchments was based primarily on the recommendations 
of BLM and AGFD staff. Existing scientific research was considered but is currently 
inconclusive, and therefore built into the plan is the commitment to cooperatively gather 
and utilize new research to better address the need for and continued maintenance of the 
existing wildlife waters. 


The decision to implement the recommended OHV route designations is based both on 
comments received and the observed need to implement this action to implement the 
Yuma RMP. 


Other Alternatives Considered: The Proposed Action Alternative and the No Action 
Alternative were considered. 


Mitigation/Stipulations: Mitigation measures are generally incorporated within the 
proposed action. Mitigation measures specific to the Gibraltar Mountain Wilderness and 
Cultural Resources are included in the environmental analysis. 
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